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Sermons for the Month of November 


DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


THE PETITIONS IN THE LITANY OF THE 
SACRED HEART 


XXVI. Heart or Jesus, SourcE or ALL CONSOLATION. 


After the soldier’s lance had pierced our Saviour’s Side, His Body 
was taken down from the Cross and His disciples prepared it for 
burial (John xix, 38-40; Matt. xxvii, 57-61). With what sorrow 
must they have rendered this last service to their Lord and Master! 
But there can be no doubt that His Mother suffered more than any, 
for, according to the belief of our forefathers in the faith, the Body 
of Jesus was laid in her lap, and thus she could once more look 
at all His wounds, moisten His sacred Face with her tears and 
cover it with kisses. She might indeed have said in the words 
of the prophet: “All ye that pass by the way, attend and see if 
there be any sorrow like to my sorrow” (Lam. i, 12). To her 
may we well apply some other words of Jeremias: “To what shall 
I compare thee, or to what shall I liken thee, O daughter of Jeru- 
salem? To what shall I equal thee, that I may comfort thee, O 
Virgin Daughter of Sion? For great as the sea is thy destruction, 
who shall heal thee?” (Lam. ii, 13). Who indeed could console 
our Lady after suffering so much with her Divine Son, and after 
undergoing such a loss? None but Jesus could comfort her and 
heal the wound in her heart. She had not long to wait for consola- 
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tion; very soon, even on the third morning after His burial, our 
Lord and Saviour rose in glory from the tomb, and, according to 
St. Ambrose (de virginit. c. 3), appeared first of all to His dear 
Mother. What a comfort must it have been to her to see Him in 
His glory, bearing as tokens of victory the scars that He still re- 
tained on His glorified Body? (John xx, 24-27). How must her 
heart have rejoiced at the thought that now all His pain and sor- 
row were at an end, the redemption of mankind was accomplished, 
and Jesus, the Crucified, would thenceforth live for all eternity! 

Yet Mary was not the only recipient of abundant consolation 
from the Sacred Heart; all the faithful followers of our Lord who 
had witnessed His Passion, or who had remained at a distance in 
sorrow and anxiety on His account, were allowed to participate 
in His Divine consolation, either on the day of His resurrection or 
very soon afterwards. Think of the pious women who came early 
to the sepulchre in order to embalm His Body. What joyful tid- 
ings did they hear when the angel in white raiment sitting by the 
empty tomb said to them: “Be not affrighted; you seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified; He is risen, He is not here; behold 
the place where they laid Him” (Mark xvi, 6). Think of Mary 
Magdalen, the sinner, out of whom Jesus had cast seven devils 
(Mark xvi, 9); with what joy did she tell the disciples: “I have 
seen the Lord, and these things He said to me” (John xx, 18). 
The angels at the sepulchre had asked her: “Woman, why weepest 
thou?” and she had replied: “Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him.” At that moment 
she saw Jesus standing beside her, and did not recognize Him at 
first, but, taking Him to be the gardener, asked whether He had 
removed the Body. “Jesus saith to her: ‘Mary.’ She, turning, 
saith to Him: ‘Rabboni’ (which is to say, Master)” (John xx, 16). 
She could have no greater consolation than the sight of her risen 
Saviour, and the sound of the one word “Mary” that He addressed 
to her. She had been a great sinner, but He had forgiven all her 
sins, because she loved much (Luke vii, 47). She had remained 
to the end standing at the foot of the Cross, and now she was re- 
warded by being permitted to see her Master. This favor was 
granted her in return for her love, and as a most certain pledge 
that her sins had been forgiven. 

I pass over our Lord’s other appearances after His resurrec- 
tion, and His consoling words to the Apostles and Disciples, all of 
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whom received infinite comfort from the Sacred Heart, which was 
indeed a source of consolation to those favored souls. To us also, 
and to all in need of comfort, It is still the same. In the life of 
man upon earth there is no lack of misery and poverty, and, as 
we read in the book of Ecclesiasticus, “Great labor is created for 
all men, and a heavy yoke is upon the children of Adam from the 
day of their coming out of their mother’s womb, until the day of 
their burial into the mother of all. Their thoughts and fears of the 
heart, their imagination of things to come, and the day of their end; 
from him that sitteth on a glorious throne unto him that is humbled 
in earth and ashes; from him that weareth purple and beareth the 
crown, even to him that is covered with rough linen; wrath, envy, 
trouble, unquietness, the fear of death, continual anger and strife. 
And (only) in the time of rest upon his bed, the sleep of the night 
changeth his knowledge (of his misery); a little and as nothing 
is his rest, and afterwards in sleep, as in the day of keeping watch, 
he is troubled” (Eccl. xl, 1-7). 

It would be easy to quote other passages from Holy Scripture 
descriptive of the wretchedness of human life. “It is good for a 
man, when he hath borne the yoke from his youth” (Lam. iii, 27). 
lf we confess the truth, every one has to bear a yoke laid upon 
him by God. The years of childhood and youth are the happiest, 
if they are spent under the protection of good parents and rela- 
tives, and in learning what is good and beautiful. The anticipation 
of future happiness fills young hearts with joy, but it is not long 
before disappointment and suffering make themselves felt, for they 
are inherent in our very nature, being a punishment for sin, original 
sin, that we all inherit from Adam, and actual sins due to our 
unbridled passions. Many appear to be happy, but behind their 
outward prosperity and their cheerful expression lurk often heavy 
sorrow and a burden of anxiety. Riches, education and honors 
afford no protection against pain and grief, and much vexation 
and disappointment fall to the lot of even the apparently successful 
man; in spite of all his exertions he often has to face failure, and 
to begin his work all over again. Whoever goes much amongst 
people of all classes, and knows many families, as a parish priest 
is bound to do, is well aware of the many sorrows and trials that 
befall not only the poor, but those in higher positions. Children 
are causes of anxiety, not merely in their earliest years, but still 
more later, when they ought to be preparing to go out into the 
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world to earn their own living. It would be impossible to describe 
all the unhappiness due to bad health, amongst both rich and poor. 
No amount of money and no position can secure us against the 
diseases and maladies afflicting our bodies, which are the dwelling 
places of our souls on earth. The number of hospitals, infirmaries 
and refuges bears witness to the suffering that exists among man- 
kind, and besides the occupants of these institutions there are 
innumerable invalids in private houses, often more or less lonely, 
though sometimes surrounded by anxious relatives. I will say 
nothing of the lunatic asylums and prisons, nor of the suffering 
caused by peculiar disasters, such as war or pestilence, to great 
numbers of people at a time. Any one, who is not altogether self- 
centred, but has some sympathy for his fellow creatures, knows 
well enough that all men need consolation, and, because human 
consolation avails very little, they are forced to seek elsewhere the 
comfort that proceeds from a better and higher world than earth 
has ever been since the fall of man. 

Let us never rely upon finding comfort in things that pass away 
quickly, or that are actually sinful; if we do so, we shall have to 
confess like the ungodly men in the Book of Wisdom: “We 
wearied ourselves in the way of iniquity and destruction, and have 
walked through hard ways. . . . What hath pride profited us? or 
what advantage hath the boasting of riches brought us? All those 
things are passed away like a shadow, and like a post that runneth 
on” (Wisd. v, 7-9). 

Let us seek a higher form of consolation and abandon the foul 
springs of sin, if we have hitherto tried to derive comfort from 
them. True consolation abides not in the fleeting things of earth, 
but in the Sacred Heart. At the beginning of this meditation we 
saw how It consoled all, the pious as well as the penitent; our Lady 
as well as Mary Magdalen, the sinner; the strong and loyal as well 
as the weak and wavering; not only the Apostles whose faith was 
firm, but also Thomas, who doubted, and the two disciples on the 
way to Emmaus, uncertain what to believe. 

Let us then go to Jesus and ask of Him the help and consolation 
that we need in order to bear the burdens laid upon us by God. 
There is no form of trouble and suffering with which the Sacred 
Heart cannot sympathize. If you are poor, and anxious about 
your daily bread, remember that your Saviour when on earth was 
so poor that He had not where to lay His Head (Matt. viii, 20). 
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For thirty years He and His parents led a life of labor, eating the 
bread of poverty, and during His public life He had only the 
barest necessaries, whilst once His disciples had to satisfy their 
hunger with ears of corn, plucked as they walked through the 
fields (Matt. xii, 1). 

If ever you are despised, and persecuted, calumniated and 
slandered, think of the scorn and ridicule, the contempt and 
false accusations that our Divine Lord had to endure. How bitter 
must have been the suffering of His Sacred Heart, at receiving such 
insults instead of the honor that was Its due! 

If you have bodily pain to bear, or any disease or infirmity, cease 
to complain and remember the agony felt by Jesus in His Sacred 
Body, and especially in His most Sacred Heart. If you are unable 
to rise from your bed, think of the Saviour stretched upon 
the Cross and nailed down to it; your bed is not so hard as His 
You suffer perhaps in one limb, He suffered in every part of His 
Body. However intense your pain may be, you can and ought to 
regard it as a penalty for sin, whereas Jesus, the Son of God, was 
innocent of all guilt. 

If you are weighed down by sorrow and anxiety, fix your 
thoughts on the sadness and affliction of the Sacred Heart, and 
cease to despond. If you are troubled about earthly things, con- 
sider how Jesus was stripped of all possessions. If you are anxious 
about the training of your children, and have to shed bitter tears 
over their faults, think of what He endured for the sake of man- 
kind, to save sinners, and how justly He might have complained 
in the words of the prophet Isaias: “I have brought up children 
and exalted them, but they have despised me” (Is. i, 2). How- 
ever much distress may have been caused you by the behavior of 
some friend or relative, your heart can never have ached as did 
the Heart of Jesus at the treachery of Judas, His own follower. 
If you feel forsaken by all, look at your Saviour, hanging on the 
Cross and abandoned by His friends, and even by His Apostles ;— 
only St. John, our Lady and a few women stayed near Him to the 
end. He felt Himself forsaken even by His Heavenly Father. 
Why did He plunge His Heart into this abyss of sorrow? It was 
for your sake, that you might not despair, but even in the greatest 
adversity might be brave, and not fancy yourself forsaken by God, 
your merciful Father, but might rather be convinced that the Heart 
of Jesus is always a sure refuge in all tribulation. 
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He has Himself said: “Come to me, all you that labor and are 
burdened, and I will refresh you” (Matt. xi, 28). He will re. 
fresh you with the consolation of His Sacred Heart; you will derive 
peace from prayer, if it be true and heartfelt, and learn patience by 
striving to follow our Lord’s example. No matter what may be 
amiss, you will obtain effectual help from Him. Either you will 
be delivered from your suffering, or your burden will be diminished, 
and you will certainly secure what is best and most expedient for 
your soul. You are a poor, weary wayfarer on the road to heaven, 
and Jesus meets you, bringing you refreshment. “All you that 
thirst, come to the waters” (Is. lv, 1). Take comfort from My 
Heart. “He that shall drink of the water that I will give him, 
shall not thirst forever; but the water that I will give him, shall 
become in him a fountain of water, springing up into life everlast- 
ing” (John iv, 13, 14). 

When you have received consolation from the Heart of Jesus, 
and the peace that the world cannot give, you will care for no 
other consolation, and the graces, obtained by your prayer from 
the Sacred Heart, will be for you a source of abundant merits for 
everlasting life. The greater your love and confidence in the 
Sacred Heart, and the more frequently you have recourse to It 
as the source of consolation, the more fully will you realize that 
you do not suffer alone, but as a member of Holy Church, united 
by grace, you suffer with Christ. (Cf. 1 Cor. xii, 12, etc.) With 
St. Paul you will be able to say: “As the sufferings of Christ 
abound in us, so also by Christ doth our comfort abound” (2 Cor. 
i, 5). According to the Apostle’s teaching, our sufferings are also 
those of Christ, and His consolation is proportionate to what we 
endure. Whether it be much or little, let us always hope firmly in 
the consolation of the Sacred Heart, “knowing that as we are par- 
takers of the sufferings, so shall we be also of the consolation” 
(2 Cor. i, 7). Whatever may befall us, let us be sure that what 
“is at present momentary and light of our tribulation, worketh for 
us above measure exceedingly an eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 
iv, 17). So we can say with St. Paul: “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort, who comforteth us in all our tribulation” 
through the Heart of Jesus, the source of all consolation. Amen. 





MATERIAL FOR SERMONS TO CHILDREN 


A YEAR’S COURSE ON THE COMMANDMENT OF THE 
LOVE OF THE NEIGHBOR* 


I 


THE FourTH COMMANDMENT. 


“Honor thy father and thy mother, that thou mayst be long-lived upon the 
land which the Lord thy God will give thee.”—Exod. xx, 12. 

Having discussed the first three commandments, namely the 
commandments of the Love of God, we come now to the command- 
ments of the Love of our Neighbor. What is the first of them? ... 
God wishes you to respect your father and mother. You would 
easily understand an order to honor a king or a president, and 
to respect people in authority, but God does not in this command- 
ment speak of rich and powerful people; He tells you to honor 
your father and mother, although perhaps some fathers and 
mothers are poor and insignificant. God must regard this as a very 
important commandment, for it follows immediately upon those 
ordering us to love God, and it stands before all the other com- 
mandments. Its place shows the importance attached by Almighty 
God to our parents. ' 


I. THe DIGNITY OF PARENTS. 


1. God the Creator—Man made in His likeness. 

(a) In the first commandment God said: “I am the Lord,”— 
we belong to Him; He created us, and so He has a right to com- 
mand us. Just as the Holy Child Jesus was born of Mary, the 
Biessed Virgin, so is every baby brought into the world by its 
mother, and it is supported and trained by its father. You owe 
your existence to your parents, so when you thank God for having 
created you, you should think of your mother, who bore you, and 


* Each issue will, like the present, bring an instalment calculated to furnish 
matter for the sermons at the Children’s Mass on the Sundays of the month, 


t [I see no reason for avoiding all allusion to this subject. Are children to 
be taught nothing about it? We tell them to say “born of the Virgin Mary.” 
No sensible person objects to their learning the Joyful Mysteries of the 
Rosary, nor to their saying in every Hail Mary: “Blessed is the Fruit of thy 
womb.” Why should we shrink from the Fourth Commandment? To do so 
seems very inconsistent. ]} 

7 
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of your father, who supports you and provides for you. God is 
our Lord, because He created us, and, in the same way, our parents 
are our masters because they brought us into the world. Hence we 
read in Holy Scripture: “With thy whole heart honor thy father, 
and forget not ... thy mother; remember that thou hadst not 
been born but through them” (Eccl. vii, 28-30). We owe our life to 
our parents. 

(b) When God created Adam, He said: “Let us make man to 
our image and likeness.” Man is like God chiefly in his soul; but 
a child is also like his parents, and resembles them in face and 
figure. One of you is perhaps like his mother; another has eyes 
and hair of the same color as his father. One of you has inherited 
from his father a talent for drawing or for arithmetic, another 
perhaps takes more after his mother. Which of you are like your 
father? Which are like your mother? 

Children resemble their parents in all sorts of ways. Each of 
you likes to have his own photograph, and would not be pleased 
if it were torn up, or smeared, or laughed at. If you honor your 
own picture, you ought to honor your parents a great deal more, 
for you have been made like them. This is why Holy Scripture 
says: Honor thy father and thy mother. 

To sum up. We must honor our parents, because we owe our 
life to them, not to the king or the president. We must respect 
them, because God has made us in His and their likeness. Why 
ought we to honor our parents? Why does God wish us to honor 
our parents more than any rich and powerful people? 

2. God the Preserver. “I am thy God.” These words were 
spoken on Sinai. It is from God that all good things proceed. He 
gives us a healthy body, strong limbs, a good memory and sound 
intellect. Every day and year of our life is His gift, and He 
makes the corn grow in the fields and the fruit on the trees that 
we may have food. He is our Preserver, and we love Him because 
He is so good to us. Who is there in the world like Him? Are 
not your parents like Him? Are they not constantly giving you 
clothes, shoes, books and playthings? Would you not be very 
grateful to anyone who gave you some gold? Your parents have 
given you far more than that! Think what your clothes and books 
cost, and the food that your parents give you every day. No king 
or rich man would do so much for you. When you were born, you 
were a weak, helpless baby, but your parents welcomed you with 
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joy; they have often nursed you day and night, when you were ill. 
No stranger would have troubled about a sick baby, nor have cared 
whether you had enough to eat, but your father works day after 
day to support you. You would be very glad if some rich man 
would leave you some money, but you inherit everything from your 
parents, who have often deprived themselves of things for your 
sake. No one in the world loves you as much as your parents do. 
They are made in the likeness of God, who has put into their hearts 
a spark of His love, so that they try to do their best for you. He 
preserves you by their means, and, after Him, they are your great- 
est benefactors. 

Why do we call our parents our greatest benefactors? How do 
parents show their love for their children? What do we owe them 
in return for their love? 

3. God the Ruler. 

Every child belongs to our heavenly Father, for He created and 
preserves us all; He wants us to come to Him in heaven, but we 
can reach there only if we do His will. Jesus said: “He that doth 
the will of my Father who is in heaven, he shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven” (Matt. vii, 21). 

Who tells us what God wants us to do? 

God has commissioned our parents to teach us His will. He 
spoke to them through Moses, saying: “These words which I 
command thee . . . shall be in thy heart, and thou shalt tell them 
to thy children, and thou shalt meditate upon them sitting in thy 
house, and walking on thy journey, sleeping and rising” (Deut. vi, 
6, 7). And in another place parents are ordered to command their 
children “that they do justice and alms-deeds, and that they be 
mindful of God, and bless Him at all times in truth, and with all 
their power” (Tob. xiv, 11). God requires parents to give orders 
to their children, and good parents have always obeyed this com- 
mandment. 

David gave wholesome advice to his son Solomon. What have 
you read about this in the Bible? 1 Chron. xxviii, 9. We know 
that the elder Tobias taught his son to fear God, and to abstain 
from all sin (Tob. i, 10). 

Parents are bound to train their children for heaven, as Abra- 
ham trained Isaac, and Isaac Jacob; as Elcana and Anna trained 
Samuel, and David Solomon, and Tobias his young son, and the 
mother of the Machabees all her seven sons. 
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God ‘orders us to a ak our oui seni” * We may ea 
to them our Saviour’s words: “He that heareth you, heareth me.” 
They are God’s representatives, and the commands that they give 
us are His will. In the Our Father we say: “Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven”; we ought to obey our parents as will- 
ingly as the angels in heaven obey Almighty God. 

It is the duty of parents to see that their children obey them. 
According to the First Commandment, God punishes all who sin 
by not obeying Him; and He has given parents a right to punish 
disobedient children. We read in Holy Scripture: ‘“Withhold not 
correction from a child, for if thou strike him with the rod, he 
shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and deliver his 
soul from hell” (Prov. xxiii, 13, 14); and again: “Bow down thy 
son’s neck while he is young,” 7. e., force him to obey you (Ecclus. 
xxx, 12) ; and: “He that spareth the rod hateth his son, but he that 
loveth him, correcteth him betimes” (Prov. xiii, 24).* 

God punished Heli, the high priest, for not controlling his sons. 
What have you learned about this in Bible History? 

To sum up. God has given parents all the rights that He enjoys 
in dealing with children; therefore, after God, they are (a) our 
lords and owners, because we owe our life to them; (b) our great- 
est benefactors, because they provide for us; (c) our rule1s, because 
they are God’s representatives. God confirmed these rights to 
parents when He issued the Fourth Commandment, the first on the 
second table, and the one that most closely resembles the First Com- 
mandment of all. 

IJ. FILtaAL GRATITUDE. 


(a) Respectful children. 

“Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother.” 

How can we honor our father and mother? 

You have heard the story of Cham, who laughed at his father 
who had taken too much strong wine. Cham did not honor Noe, 
but Sem and Yapheth respected him, and covered him with a 
cloak, so that no one should laugh at him. Joseph the Patriarch 
honored his father Jacob. He was himself the ruler of Egypt, 
whilst Jacob was only a shepherd, and the Egyptians looked down 
iipon shepherds as very little better than slaves. Joseph, however, 





* [It may be necessary to give a warning against excessive severity. ie 4 
Prov. xix, 18, 19; Eccl. xix, 28; Ephes. vi, 4; Col. iii, 21.] 
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treated his father as a king, for he sent royal chariots to fetch him. 
In Egypt it was regarded as a disgrace to have anything to do with 
shepherds, but Joseph went to meet his father and embraced him. 
The Egyptians would have been ashamed of being related to a 
shepherd, but Joseph was not ashamed of his father, and told the 
king all about him, and even presented him to Pharao. Good chil- 
dren always respect their parents. Solomon, the wise king, rose 
up and bowed to his mother, when she came to him, and made her 
sit on a throne at his right hand (3 Kings ii, 19). 


Think of Jesus, King of heaven and earth. As God, He was the 
Creator of His earthly parents; He was their Lord, and infinitely 
above them, and yet He honored them so much that He was subject 
to them, as well as to His Father in heaven. If He honored His 
poor parents so highly, can we dare to be disrespectful to ours? 


No matter if your father is poor, weak and miserable, you must 
honor and protect him, for you owe your life to him and are like 
him. Remember that Holy Scripture bids us honor our parents: 
“He that feareth the Lord, honoreth his parents, and will serve 
them as his masters” (Ecclus. iii, 8) ; “A wise son maketh a father 
joyful, but the foolish man despiseth his mother” (Prov. xv, 20). 

How do some children behave towards their parents? Instead of 
honoring them, as Joseph honored Jacob, they are ashamed of them, 
and secretly despise them. Instead of being polite to them, as 
Solomon was to his mother, they give them rude answers, look 
sullen and grumble at them. Many naughty boys act like Cham, 
and make fun of their parents to their schoolfellows. 

What does Holy Scripture say about such children? “Cursed 
be he that honoreth not his father and mother, and all the people 
shall say Amen,” 7. ¢., all the people shall agree that he deserves to 
be cursed (Deut. xxvii, 16). “The eye that mocketh at his father, 
and that despiseth the labor of his mother . . . let the ravens of 
the brooks pick it out, and the young eagles eat it” (Prov. xxx, 
17). St. Jerome says that a child who looks contemptuously at his 
parents deserves to become blind. None of you would dare to 
look disdainfully at God, but whoever despises God’s representatives 
on earth, despises Him. Your parents are His representatives. 
Honor your father and your mother, for he that despiseth them, 
despiseth the Lord. 


(b) Grateful Children. 
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You ought to love your father and mother, because they are 
your greatest benefactors. 

How can we show our love for our parents? 

When Jacob’s sons had sold their brother into slavery, their 
father mourned over Joseph. Do you remember what he said? 
His sons saw his distress, and could have consoled him, but they 
did not care. Did they love their father? 

Cham laughed at Noe, and must have grieved him deeply. Did 
he love his father? 

Absalom led an army against David, his father. Was he a lov- 
ing son? 

We must be careful not to resemble any of these, for “he that 
afflicted his father ...is infamous and unhappy” (Prov. xix, 
26). Let us think of other children, who have set us a better 
example. 

Joseph, the patriarch, said to his brethren: “Make haste, and go 
ye up to my father, and say to him: Thus saith thy son Joseph; 
God hath made me lord of the whole land of Egypt; come down 
to me, linger not. And thou shalt dwell in the land of Gessen, and 
thou shalt be near me... there I will feed thee (for there are 
yet five years of famine remaining), lest thou perish.” Thus Joseph 
showed his gratitude towards his father. 


Juda, too, was a good son. When the cup was found in Benja- 
min’s sack, he exclaimed: “If I shall go to our father, and the boy 
be wanting . . . and is not with us, he will die, and we shall bring 
down his gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. ... Therefore I, 
thy servant, will stay instead of the boy in the service of my lord 

. for I cannot return to my father without the boy, lest I be a 
witness of the calamity that will oppress my father.” So in order 
to spare his father sorrow, Juda wanted to become a slave in Egypt. 

Ruth loved Noemi, her mother-in-law, and left her own home in 
order to live with her. She worked all day in the fields, gleaning 
the ears of corn, and took all that she gleaned to the poor woman, 
with whom she shared the food given to her. Hence Ruth is praised 
in Holy Scripture, and Noemi was assured that her daughter-in-law 
was much better to her than seven sons would have been (Ruth 
iv, I5). 

The younger Tobias would not stay a day longer with Raguel 
than was absolutely necessary, saying: “Thou knowest that my 
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father numbereth the days, and if I stay one day more, his soul will 
be afflicted” (Tob. ix, 4). 

Jesus was subject to His parents at Nazareth, and thus showed 
His gratitude towards them. Even on the Cross in the midst of 
His agony, He displayed His love of His mother, and provided for 
her by saying to St. John: “Behold thy mother.” With His last 
breath He did His duty as a son to His mother. 

Which class of children are you most like? Have you ever 
caused sorrow to your parents, as Joseph’s brethren did to Jacob? 

Has your father ever had to tell you, as Jacob told his sons, that 
you would worry him to death? Have you ever said, like Juda, 
that you would do anything to spare your father trouble? Have 
you thought, like Tobias, that you had better hurry home, lest your 
parents should be anxious about you? Think how Jesus increased 
in wisdom as well as in age, so as to please His parents. Are you 
trying to be industrious and io learn well, so as to please yours? 

Ruth was glad when she had anything to take home to Noemi. 
What have you done with your money? Have you taken it to your 
mother, like Ruth, or spent it all on sweets? Have you gone with- 
out any dainty that your mother might have it? We ought to try 
to give pleasure to our parents, and show that we are grateful to 
them. We cannot repay them for all their care for us when we 
were little; God alone can repay them; and so we ought often to 
ask Him to bless, protect and keep them; we ought to pray for 
them every evening and whenever we hear Mass, and such prayers 
are very pleasing to our Father in heaven, because we honor Him 
by praying for His representatives. When we are grown up, and 
our parents are old and feeble, it is our duty to take care of them, 
as Ruth took care of Noemi, and provide for them, as Joseph pro- 
vided for his father, and supply them with remedies and comforts, 
as Tobias supplied his father with a remedy for his blindness. We 
ought also to imitate Sem and Yapheth, and overlook our parents’ 
faults, and bear patiently with their irritability and weakness, for 
they loved us when we were helpless babies. 

Unhappily there are some people who begrudge their parents a 
mouthful of food, and even wish them to die. Is it not cruel and 
unfeeling to let those starve who did so much for us when we were 
infants? At the day of Judgment, what will our Lord say to chil- 
dren who have no love for their parents, if He punishes so severely 
those who have not been kind to their neighbors? 
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Repetition. Children owe a debt of gratitude to their parents. 
Mention some grateful children in Bible History. Do we read in 
the Bible of any who were ungrateful? Why ought children to be 
grateful to their parents? How can you show your gratitude? 

Resolution. Resolve never to make your parents angry or sad; 
but do your best to give them pleasure; help them, whenever you 
can, and remember always to pray for them. 

(c) Obedient Children. 

God has given our parents a right to command us, hence it is our 
duty to obey them. Good children have always been careful to obey 
their parents. 

Isaac obeyed his father most exactly; he willingly carried the 
wood, that Abraham laid upon his shoulders, up the mountain, and 
offered no resistance when he was bound and put on the altar, 
ready to be sacrificed. 

David’s father bade him carry food to his brethren in the camp, 
and he obeyed at once, though he had a heavy load and the ex- 
pedition was not free from danger. 

Samuel heard in the night what he thought was the voice of 
Heli, his foster-father, calling him; so he rose three times from 
his bed to see what Heli wanted. Would you have been as ready 
to get up as he was? 

Tobias undertook a long and dangerous journey at his father’s 
request, in order to obtain for him the money that he needed in his 
old age. 

The Machabees were so ready to obey their mother, that they 
suffered death rather than be false to her teaching. The holy Child 
Jesus lived at Nazareth with His parents, and was subject to them. 
He, the Son of God, was willing to obey His foster-father, and 
help him in the workshop, and do all sorts of things to please His 
mother. He longed to do all that He could for His parents, in 
order to show His love for His Heavenly Father. Later on He 
said: “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me” (John 
iv, 34). 

So you see that good children look upon their parents as God’s 
representatives, and obey them, as Holy Scripture tells us: “He 
that feareth the Lord, honoreth his parents, and will serve them as 
his masters” (Eccl. iii, 8). “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is just” (Ephes. vi, 1). “Children, obey your parents 
in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord” (Col. iii, 20). 
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Unhappily many children are disobedient, and act like Heli’s sons, 
who laughed at their father, when he found fault with them, and 
rebuked them for taking the flesh offered in sacrifice. Instead of 
reforming, they acted still more wickedly than they had done be- 
fore. Others behave like Absalom, who spread false reports about 
David, and diminished his authority over the people whom he 
ought to have punished for their sins. Absalom wanted to be king 
instead of his father, and marched against him with an army, so 
that David had to take flight, barefoot, and weeping bitterly over 
his son’s ill-treatment. 

Are there any naughty, disobedient children among you? Some- 
times I hear of a boy, who never obeys when his father and mother 
tell him to do anything. He says perhaps: “I'll do it presently,” 
but in his own heart he does not mean to do it at all. If his mother 
urges him to be quick, he is rude and answers: “Do it yourself, if 
you are in such a hurry.” If he is scolded, he makes faces; if his 
father threatens to whip him, he runs away; if he is really beaten, 
he resists, and even tries to kick or hit his parents. Can our Master 
in heaven be pleased to see His representatives treated in this way? 
Will He not be sure to punish such a child very severely? Have 
you ever acted like this naughty boy? Choose whether you will 
take as your example Samuel or Heli’s wicked sons; Absalom, who 
rebelled against his father, or Tobias, who was ready to do all that 
his father commanded him. 

You should often call to mind that your parents command you 
in the place of God. In the Our Father we say: “Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven”—does not this mean that children ought 
to be obedient? 

Repetition. We have been talking about obedient children; tell 
me about some good children in the Bible, who obeyed their parents. 
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CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY AND THE MODERN 
WORLD 


From the Norwegian of Rev. K. KroGcH-Tonnine, D.D. 


IS IT A FACT THAT GOD TAKES THE WILL FOR 
THE DEED? 


“Amen I say to you, this poor widow hath cast in more than all they who 
have cast into the treasury.”—Mark xii, 43. 

Many rich people had cast large contributions into the treasury, 
without receiving any particular praise from our Lord, but, when 
the poor widow approached and offered a trifling gift, He com- 
mended her highly, for her desire to give much, not because she 
actually did so. Her desire is revealed in the fact that she gave 
all that for the moment she possessed—“her whole living,” as our 
Saviour said. Her deed was, in itself, unimportant, but her will 
was very good, and it is in goodness of the will that God delights. 
We often hear people say that God takes the will for the deed; and 
in one sense this is true, but the truth is frequently misunderstood 
and wrongly applied, and so it behooves us to examine this saying 
carefully and discover its real meaning. 

1. Occasionally we are told that our outward actions have in 
themselves no significance at all; everything depends solely upon 
the intention or will, that if only the aim in view is good, God does 
not care whether or no the action performed is good. Surely this 
is a very dangerous theory; any one may persuade himself that he 
has good intentions, and that therefore it does not much matter in 
God’s sight if he neglects to do what is obviously his duty, or if 
he actually does something that is wrong. There may be some 
truth in all this, but at the same time there is great risk of self- 
deception. St. Paul did indeed say: “The good which I will, I do 
not, but the evil which I will not, that I do,” and he consoled him- 
self by thinking: “Now if I do that which I will not, it is no more 
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me” (Rom. vii, 19, 20). The 
Apostle had a right to console himself thus, because he was a very 
great saint; but are we, ordinary mortals, justified in making ex- 
cuses of this kind for our own lives, so poor in good works and so 
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full of evil? St. Paul knew for certain that his will was good, and 
therefore he was free from anxiety, but have we no doubts on the 
subject? 

Let us beware of deceiving ourselves. Let us rather acknowledge 
that our deficiency in really good works is due, as a rule, to our 
will, which is unhappily not always good, or is, at least, lamentably 
weak and wavering. Evil desires are, on the contrary, only too 
strong, and we yield to them readily enough. Have we a right, 
such being the case, to console ourselves with the thought that God 
takes the will for the deed? Such an idea is almost an insult to 
Him, and we should do better to cry out with St. Paul: “Unhappy 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” 

Is it possible for a well-to-do man, when he sees his brother in 
want, and refuses to help him, to plead in excuse that he had really 
felt sorrow for his neighbor’s misfortunes, and so had a good will? 
What does it avail for a drunkard or a debauchee to say to himself: 
“T desire to lead a decent life; I feel how much better it would be; 
but God will be satisfied with my good will, and take it instead of 
the deed”? Everyone will agree in pronouricing arguments of this 
kind to be blasphemous perversions of the saying that God takes 
the will for the deed. 

In these cases the will is fundamentally bad, but even if it is 
really good, it is by no means a matter of indifference whether the 
will is realized in action, or is frustrated and rendered unfruitful. 
It is important for us to notice that the more we wish to do what 
is right, the better will our actions become; and, conversely, the 
more we succeed in doing right, the stronger will be our will. Well 
doing confirms us in good, strengthens our will, procures for us 
much true happiness and imparts fresh energy for good works. 

Supposing, however, that our will is directed to evil, what are 
we to think? Some people tell us that all depends on the will, and 
when this is evil, it matters little whether or no evil actions proceed 
from it; that from the moral point of view it is indifferent whether 
a wicked deed is accomplished, or the evil desire remains ineffective. 
Such persons condemn a man who desires, but does not do evil, as 
severely as one who both has the evil desire and carries it into 
effect. 

This condemnation seems to testify to a very high moral stand- 
point, but is it invariably correct? Sometimes outward respect- 
ability, which deters men from dishonesty, is held up to ridicule, 
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as being utterly worthless. In his indignation at this proceeding, 
a worthy old man once exclaimed: “If all that we hear about out- 
ward respectability is true, no respectable person can go to heaven.” 
Of course it is true that no one, who cares exclusively for outward 
appearances, can claim admission to the Kingdom of God; but is 
a worldly-minded man, who leads an outwardly blameless life, as 
bad as another, who does not attempt to restrain or suppress his 
evil passions? Surely not; our own instinct tells us that this is 
impossible. It is with the utmost pain that a Christian father or 
mother sees a child go astray, but it makes a great difference to 
them whether their son continues to be outwardly respectable, or 
abandons himself to every imaginable vice. As a rule, one who 
puts some restraint upon his evil passions, and does not allow them 
to manifest themselves in action, is better than another, who lets 
them run riot. The former exerts some amount of moral force, 
and so stands on a higher level than the latter. This is one reason, 
but there is also another: Just as doing right strengthens the will 
in what is good, so doing wrong strengthens its tendency to evil. 
The first time that a man commits a crime, his hand trembles and 
his heart beats fast, but the second time he feels less emotion, and 
ends perhaps by feeling none at all, for he is hardened in his wick- 
edness. This is a disastrous result of wrong-doing, and proves 
plainly what a mistake it is to regard external actions as of no 
importance. 

2. What truth is there, then, in the saying that God takes the 
will for the deed? Let us examine it with reference both to a good 
and a bad intention. 

The saying is fully and literally true in cases when the will is 
really good, but circumstances preclude all possibility of carrying 
out our good intentions. This was obviously the case with the poor 
widow in the Temple. What she did was very little; she would 
gladly have done more, but was prevented by her extreme poverty. 
Our Lord recognized her good will, and, taking it for the deed, 
commended her generosity. If you are sure that your will is good, 
and sure too that you cannot accomplish your good intentions, al- 
though you honestly desire to do so, you are justified in consoling 
yourself with the thought that God takes the will for the deed. 

Humble Christians do not, however, derive much comfort from 
this argument, being always uncertain as to the goodness of their 
will. A weak will, provided that it aims at what is good, is a good 
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will, and our Lord must frequently be satisfied with good works 
that are few in number, because the will is not perfectly decided and 
steadfast. A weak will resembles a weak faith, and we know that 
Christ had compassion on the man who said: “I do believe, Lord; 
help my unbelief” (Mark ix, 23). In the same way He will accept 
a will that is good, but weak. What He condemns is, not the weak, 
but the evil will, and so great is God’s mercy, that the good will, 
though weak, is taken for the deed. 

The same may be the case with an evil will. Many a man goes 
scot free, who is inwardly far more corrupt than a criminal suffer- 
ing the punishment of his sins. God sees his heart, and perceives 
his will to be altogether directed to wickedness, although fear of 
detection deters him from outwardly criminal actions. Many a 
one goes about with his heart full of the foulest impurity, so that 
only the dread of public disgrace saves him from actual immorality. 
Hence publicans and sinners may enter the kingdom of heaven more 
readily than a self-righteous Pharisee. 

If you are uneasy with regard to your will and actions, follow 
the publican’s example, and pray humbly: “God be merciful to me, 
a sinner.” Pray in the same spirit in the house of God, and seek 
there forgiveness for all your sins. Approach the altar and re- 
ceive the most holy Body and Blood of Christ to strengthen your 
wayward and uncertain will, and then go forth to fight the good 
fight of faith, being sure that you will obtain the promised victory. 





HAPPINESS 


“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a treasure hidden in a field, which 
a man having found, hid it, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field.”—Matt. xiii, 44. 

The evangelist tells us of a treasure that brings happines to its 
owner. 

1. What kind of treasure is it? We could easily find thousands 
of people who, although they are very rich, never enjoy a day’s 
happiness. They have everything that would make life comfort- 
able, calm and pleasant, but they have never found peace of heart; 
and realize the truth of Job’s words: “The life of man upon earth 
is a warfare, and his days are like the days of a hireling. As a 
servant longeth for the shade, as the hireling looketh for the end 
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of his work, so I also have had empty months, and have numbered 
to myself wearisome nights” (Job vii, 1-3). These people may 
have the means of procuring every luxury, the daintiest food, the 
most expensive amusements at home and abroad, and of seeing all 
the most beautiful things in the world, but after all they are dis- 
satisfied, weary of life and incapable of enjoying anything. They 
discover many things on their way, but nowhere do they feel happy 
and contented. They are treated with much respect, and are praised 
in newspapers and periodicals, but they are never light-hearted; 
they are always depressed and miserable. Such persons are apt to 
put an end to their own lives, so overpowering is their discontent. 

Everyone acknowledges that this is a strange state of mind, but 
it is not everyone who reflects that such a disposition affords abso- 
lute proof of the incapacity of earthly and temporal possessions to 
render their owners happy. 

This is a fact of the utmost importance; we may almost venture 
to say that the misery now prevalent is to a great extent due to 
men’s failure to appreciate this truth. As Christians, we cannot be 
blind or indifferent to want and suffering, and therefore we cannot 
stand aloof from the efforts now being made to remove these 
sources of unhappiness. Some of the most capable and energetic 
churchmen of our own day have lavished prayers and labor in 
trying to avert the evils of modern society. That they have done 
so is an honor to the Catholic Church, and their exertions are rec- 
ognized even by those who feel for her nothing but hostility. In 
social work our antagonists start with a completely mistaken 
theory. They are anxious to promote the welfare of the masses, 
but they regard the possession of earthly happiness as the sole 
means of accomplishing this end. They consider man only in the 
natural, and not in the supernatural order, and as long as they look 
at things from this unfortunate point of view, the social question 
will remain for them an insoluble problem, and poverty will con- 
tinue to be felt an intolerable burden by all who aim exclusively 
at the acquisition of temporal goods. 

It is a mistake to suppose that true happiness consists in the 
fleeting prosperity of this world—a mistake likely to result in bitter 
disappointment, despondency, discontent, envy, hatred and revo- 
lutionary designs on the part of the turbulent masses, who no 
longer toil to acquire imperishable wealth, because they have ceased 
to believe in it. 
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The experience of every generation shows that true happiness 
is not to be obtained by means of what is temporal and worldly. 
In the history of the Church we read of many who renounced all 
their possessions and lived in poverty, without ever missing their 
riches. They toiled and ate the bread of the poor, without ever 
longing for costly banquets. They dedicated their lives to the 
service of the needy, without uttering a word of complaint at their 
lack of all comfort. They endured scorn, persecution and calumny, 
and in lowliness and peace of heart submitted to the abuse and ill- 
treatment of their neighbors. They allowed themselves to be mis- 
judged and condemned by men incapable of understanding them, 
and received nothing in return for their good works but hatred, 
which they repaid with love. In silence they suffered the storm of 
persecution to break over them, and were content to pray for their 
ignorant persecutors. And in this life of charity and prayer they 
enjoyed a happiness that was proof against all adversity. 

Is it not strange that such a thing is not only possible, but actually 
took place? 

Perhaps many of us have never considered at all what this re- 
markable fact proves. It shows beyond all question that, hidden 
from the eyes of the multitude, like the treasure buried in the field, 
and incomprehensible to the vast majority of mankind, there is 
something capable of affording happiness, but this world can never 
bestow it, nor take it away from one who is fortunate enough to 
possess it.! 

What is this treasure? St. Paul tells us that it is not meat and 
drink, but justice and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost (Rom. xiv, 
17). If you hunger and thirst after happiness, you may search 
the whole world over without discovering any treasure more sure 
to produce it than justice, peace and joy. With them you would be 
happy, and lifted far above all the misery and suffering of this life. 
If you are just in the sight of God, through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, you will not be troubled if the world look askance at you 
and treat you as a malefactor. If you are at peace with God, you 
possess happiness of which the world can never rob you, for you 
will care nothing for its opinion. Its poisonous shafts may injure 
your body, but they cannot disturb your soul. You may see your 
earthly prosperity fade away, since this is dependent upon the 
judgment and friendship of men, but we must not rely upon these 
things, if we understand what real happiness is; and every Chris- 
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tian can shake himself free from their trammels, if only he keeps 
his eyes fixed on the priceless glory of his heavenly treasure. 

When once you have experienced joy in the Holy Ghost, you 
possess a source of happiness for which the world would envy you, 
could it appreciate its value. Even the sacrifices demanded by 
obedience and self-denial afford joy, for there is an exquisite de- 
light in being permitted to suffer and give up anything in order 
to obey and serve God rather than man. 

2. Where is this treasure to be found? In the Kingdom of 
Heaven. This is the name with which Christ often honored His 
Church. Yes, the Church is the guardian of His words and Sacra- 
ments, which are the visible means whereby the treasures of the 
kingdom are conveyed to us. The man in the parable, having once 
discovered the treasure, dug no further, for he knew where it lay. 
The merchant risked nothing in buying the pearl of great price. 
And—thank God—we too need not grope in the darkness; we are 
not left to our own feelings and fancies. It is true that many are 
guided by such things in their search for happiness, and, as a re- 
sult, they never discover it, for they never emerge from darkness 
and uncertainty. If your search is to be successful, abandon your 
own ideas, lay no stress upon your own fickle emotions, but follow 
our Lord’s guidance and He will show you where the treasure is 
hidden. Go to the throne of grace, that He established in His 
Church, and there you will find deliverance from all your sins. Go 
to the Holy Table, and you will find peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, because Jesus Christ, the source of all peace and joy, gives 
Himself to us there with His innermost life and with all the 
strength of the world to come. 

3. What does the treasure cost ?—Like the merchant in the par- 
able, we must give up everything in order to purchase it. But be 
sure that what we give up is only what we possess as children of 
this world; it will lose all value in your sight when you have ac- 
quired the treasures of God’s kingdom. Give up your sensual 
appetites, that only drag you down, and in their place take the 
justice of God. Give up your inclination to think too much of 
human beings, and to set too high a value upon their good will, for 
this tendency is a snare that robs you of peace of mind; take in its 
place the peace of the Kingdom of Heaven. Give up your pride and 
vanity, which can never make you happy, but will only rob you of 
all gladness. Open your heart to joy in the Holy Spirit, and should 
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God demand still greater sacrifices of you, remember that it is but 

the lower part of your nature that feels the pain of loss. Let this 
part suffer and die, for the life of the spirit gathers strength from | 
the mortification of the flesh. | 





LIGHT IN DARKNESS 


“He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to Him.” 
—Luke xx, 38. 

Life in this world resembles a sea-voyage; we are going towards 
an unknown coast, of which we see very little until we are actually 
entering the harbor, for the mist obscures it from our sight. Yet 
we long to know something of the land which we are approaching, 
as it is to be our home, and many of our loved ones already dwell 
there. How are they faring? How shall we fare, when our journey | 
is over? These questions haunt us, but we cannot answer them; the 
mist shrouds everything, and only now and then does a ray of light 
pierce through the gloom. One such ray proceeds from to-day’s 
Gospel, but, before we examine it, let me first point out that in 
many respects people of the present day are just like those who 
lived 1900 years ago, and a sharp remark or a bitter jest is enough 
to make weak characters waver in their faith, or deny it altogether. 
Ridicule always has great influence among those who delight in 
laughing at others, though they are themselves absurd. The Sad- 
ducees believed neither in the resurrection, nor in any existence 
after death, and they tried to cast ridicule upon people who ad- 
hered to the old belief. Hence they invented the story of the woman 
with seven husbands, not perceiving that their joke rested upon a 
totally false hypothesis, which deprived their argument of all force 
—a thing that often happens under similar circumstances. We y 
ought not to try to win the jesters over to our side, nor need we 4 
trouble too much about them; all the ridicule in the world will not 
overthrow the Catholic Church, nor prove our hopes to be vain, 
and doomed to disappointment. 

It is quite certain that there is a life after death. Christ made 
this perfectly clear by speaking of God as the God of Abraham, E 
Isaac and Jacob. These three patriarchs had long been dead, but t 
still they must be alive, “for He is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living.” There are many allusions in Holy Scripture to life be- 
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yond the grave, and no Christian, who believes the word of God, 
can fail to be convinced by them. If I were speaking to an assembly 
of freethinkers, I should say: “Is it conceivable that God would 
totally annihilate a creature to whom He has once given life? Such 
an idea is incompatible with His infinite Perfection.” A freethinker 
might answer: “Perhaps so, but I do not believe in God, or in any 
invisible world; I trust only to the evidence of my own senses,” 
“Very weil, but is it in harmony with our experience of the visible 
world that anything, which once existed, should be completely anni- 
hilated?”’ Science tells us that it is not; the form, composition and 
attributes of things may change, but nothing ever ceases absolutely 
to exist. How then can you maintain that the soul is destroyed? 
You profess to believe only in this world—where in the world will 
you discover any evidence in support of your theory? All experi- 
ence tends, on the contrary, to prove that the soul continues to 
exist. There is a strong instinctive belief in immortality, planted 
deep in the heart of every human being. If death robs you of wife, 
child or friend, can you possibly think that they have not simply 
passed out of sight, but are cast back into nothingness and exist 
no more? If you honestly assure me that such is your belief, I can 
only say that it is an inhuman idea, and that if you thought like 
other human beings, you would answer my question in the nega- 
tive.’ There is a life after death; Holy Scripture bears witness to 
it; our own reason and instincts proclaim it. 

That life is often called the other life, because in many respects 
it differs from our present existence. In it there is no sorrow, 
no poverty and no death; but over and above these points of dif- 
ference there is another, revealed to us in to-day’s Gospel: “They 
that shall be accounted worthy of that world and of the resurrec- 
tion from the dead, shall neither be married nor take wives... 
for they are equal to the angels.” “Equal to the angels!” This 
does not mean that we shall be angels, for no creature can turn 
into something essentially different from what it was before; nor 
does it mean that we shall be equal to them in every respect, but 
only on the one point, that there will be no further propagation of 
the race through marriage. When once the number of mankind 
is complete, no more will be created, and the number of human 
beings, like that of angels, will remain constant. This alone will 
make the mutual relations of the saints in heaven utterly unlike 
those that we know in our present life. 
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In many ways, then, life after death will be another life, and yet 
we may truthfully call it still the same, for the Gospel shows that 
every one of us will remain forever the same person, retaining his 
own individuality. Abraham continues to be Abraham, and Isaac 
to be Isaac. Moses and Elias on the Mount of the Transfiguration 
were the same men who had departed from this earth. In the 
Apocalypse we read of a great multitude, of all nations, and tribes, 
and peoples, and tongues (Apoc. vii, 9), and this shows that diversi- 
ties in language and nationality will still exist in the life to come. 
How could St. John otherwise have known that he was looking at 
men of various races and tribes? His statement justifies our con- 
cluding with certainty that we shall recognize one another in heaven. 
Does not our Lord Himself tell us that the friends made here be- 
low will receive us into everlasting dwellings? (Luke xvi, 9). This 
is indeed a welcome ray of light, flashing out from the land that we 
ure approaching. When we reach the harbor, our loved ones will 
come to meet us, and will take us by the hand and lead us to our 
Father’s house, where it is good for us to be. 

Another question that often presents itself is this: Do our friends 
who have gone hence know what we are doing here below? With 
regard to the relations between life here and life hereafter, much is 
inevitably concealed from us and it is impossible to speak with abso- 
lute certainty, but we are fain to believe that God, in His omnipo- 
tence and love, allows them to see us. Their sympathy for us would 
thus gain in intensity and their intercession in fervor. 

We are sometimes told that a knowledge of our troubles would 
impair their happiness. God’s compassion is far greater and His 
insight into our misery is much more profound, and yet His infinite 
happiness is not thereby diminished ; so He is surely able to preserve 
His friends in glory from suffering at the sight of our misery. 

What does Holy Scripture tel! us of the knowledge, possessed by 
the departed, of our life and actions? We read of St. John the 
Baptist that he was to turn the hearts of the fathers unto the chil- 
dren . . . to prepare unto the Lord a perfect people (Luke i, 17). 
The fathers had passed away, but their hearts were to be turned to 
their children who did penance and forsook their evil ways. This 
seems a clear indication that our forefathers are aware of the trans- 
gressions of their descendants and rejoice at their conversion. In 
the Apocalypse (vi, 9, 10), the souls of the martyrs under the altar 
cried: “How long, O Lord, dost Thou not judge and revenge our 
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blood on them that dwell on the earth?” They must therefore know 
something of what is going on here, and of the events occurring 
in the Church; but we cannot tell How they receive the information, 
nor how much they see. It is not unreasonable to suppose that they 
behold, reflected in the Godhead, things that are of especial interest 
to themselves. There is, finally, a very remarkable passage in the 
epistle to the Hebrews (xii, 1), where the Apostle speaks of the 
great men of old as “a cloud of witnesses.” Many learned com- 
mentators understand these words to mean that the saints in glory 
are witnesses of our struggles; we certainly may take them in this 
sense, if we choose. 

All these thoughts, derived from Holy Scripture, do not indeed 
amount to a brilliant light cast on the joys awaiting us at our home- 
coming, but we may at least call them a ray of light, piercing the 
darkness around us. 

Let us think often of the Communion of Saints; it is a most con- 
soling article in our creed: We are all one, and the union of all 
saints, both in this world and the next, may be far closer than we 
suppose. 





FULFILMENT OF PROPHECIES 


“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, wherefore He hath anointed me, to 
preach the Gospel to the poor, He hath sent me, to heal the contrite of heart, 
to preach deliverance to the captives and sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 
day of reward.”—Luke iv, 18, 19. 

These words refer to the Jewish year of jubilee, the “acceptable 
year of the Lord,” which occurred at intervals of fifty years. At 
that time prisoners were released, debts remitted, and hereditary 
estates, that had been sold, returned to their original owners. In 
Christ, however, all this was accomplished in a higher manner, and 
ever since His birth there has been a perpetual jubilee on earth, as 
He Himself said: “This day is fulfilled this scripture.” Every new 
year is for the Church a new year of jubilee. Let us begin this 
year by considering how the scripture is fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and 
how He established a jubilee on our earth. We must not forget 
that He alone had power to do this, for the world, if left to itself, 
is nothing but a vale of tears, and never permanently an abode of 
happiness. 
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I. Sight to the blind—Many blind men recovered their sight 
through Jesus Christ, but is not the world that rejects Him still 
more blind than they were? Is not spiritual blindness a still greater 
affliction than mere loss of eyesight? It is difficult to understand 
why people do not realize their blindness, and require to have proof 
of it given to them. The proof is simple enough: If they were not 
spiritually blind, they would grasp the all-important truths upon 
which their salvation depends. Every one will agree in calling a 
man spiritually blind who has no perception for his own happiness. 

The world that denies Christ fails to appreciate what it loses. If 
you ask men why they repudiate Christianity, you will receive 
obscure and, in many cases, contradictory answers. One person 
believes that there is a God, another does not; one thinks that there 
is another life, another denies it; one is of opinion that we have 
souls, another that we have only bodies; one fancies that the wicked 
will be punished after death, another that all alike will be saved, 
because God is merciful. One says that man is higher than all the 
rest of creation, because he possesses free will; another maintains 
that there is no such thing as freedom, but that all is determined 
beforehand and bound by the iron law of necessity. If this latter 
theory were true, we might as well all shoot ourselves, arguing that 
if death ensues, it is only because all was pre-ordained, and beyond 
our control. Some believe that we shall have to render an account 
for our actions, whilst others, who deny our possession of free will, 
consider that we can not be held responsible for what we do. Does 
not the very existence of such conflicting opinions betray spiritual 
blindness? 

Sometimes we are told that the world is advancing in its spiritual 
perception, but this is by no means invariably true. Instead of 
going forward, it often goes backward, and plunges again into 
errors that seemed to have been abolished centuries ago. For in- 
stance, there is a revival of fatalism, 7. e., the theory that man is 
inexorably the bondslave of a hard, gloomy, cold and cruel fate. 
This doctrine was a dark spot in the lives of the Greeks, and now 
it is again extremely fashionable to believe in mysterious forces 
that absolutely control our existence. Buddhism is perhaps the 
saddest and most hopeless of all theories of life. According to it, 
all existence is sheer misery, and to exist is to be wretched; he only 
is happy who has ceased to exist, whose life has gone out like a 
candle. This is Nirvana, bliss, the great nothingness, and our final 
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aim must be to seek annihilation and absorption in this Nirvana. 
Who could suppose that a revival of Buddhism was possible in 
modern Europe? Yet there are in our midst societies formed for 
the worship of Buddha, the all-happy, whose happiness consists in 
non-existence. These people rave about the joys of Nirvana, but 
surely, before they can do this they must have taken a fatal step 
backwards into the errors of the past. 

The world is spiritually blind, as long as it refuses to come to 
Christ and be cured, but those who believe in and hear Him, possess 
the gift of sight. We may well thank God that our path is not in 
darkness; we know whence we come and whither we go, and our 
goal shines brightly before us. Even the realm of death is not 
altogether obscure, and we walk not in darkness, but in the light. 
Praised be Jesus Christ, who giveth sight unto the blind! 

II. To heal the contrite of heart—There are many suffering 
hearts in this world, many disappointments, many sorrows, many 
ruined lives. We often encounter them, and see the mark of sin 
on the brows of our fellow creatures, in the depths of whose souls 
is nothing but death and despair. 

The world asserts its ability to remedy all these evils, but this 
claim is undoubtedly false, and even among its adherents there are 
some who hold another opinion, and, regarding themselves as pe- 
culiarly enlightened, say: “The world, existence and life as a whole 
are nothing but misery from beginning to end. Ultimately the door 
will open and allow the soul to look down into the deep darkness 
which we must enter, crossing the gloomy river in Charon’s boat. 

Is this abode beyond the stream Paradise? or is it the place of 
weeping and gnashing of teeth? No one seems to know, and up- 
to-date people make a point of stifling every question asked by the 
anxious soul. Despair meets us on every side, in pictures, in disser- 
tations, in novels and on the stage; it makes the nerves quiver with 
dread of the unknown, and, far from healing sorrowful hearts, it 
poisons them, undermining all energy and paralyzing all activity. 

It is no mere assertion, incapable of proof, but a statement of 
fact to say that the world can not heal hearts that are bruised. 
There is, however, one kind of sorrow that may lead to good, and 
this is real contrition for sin. “I have thrown away my happiness, 
and frittered away my life. Once in its springtime I looked out on 
days full of promise, and bathed in sunlight; but now the autumn 
has come, with clouds, darkness and storms, and the withered leaves 
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are blown by the wind, and there is no fruit on the trees that were 
so rich in blossom. I have destroyed my own happiness and that 
of my wife; I have led my own children into evil, and now with 
horror I see them walking on the same paths which have brought 
me to ruin. I am to blame for it all—my fault, my fault, my most 
grievous fault.” 

Has the world any remedy for this sorrow? Can it remove this 
“most grievous fault?” No, it does not even pretend to do so; none 
can remove sin but Christ, who came into the world to take upon 
Himself our transgressions. In Him alone is healing to be found 
for the stricken heart. It is because He possesses this power that 
His Gospel has penetrated all over the world, and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, as Agnus Dei, the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
sins of the world, is the only means of raising to health those who 
acknowledge their sin. 

Who has a right to contradict us if we say that we find healing 
for our hearts in the Gospel of Christ? From it we derive strength, 
joy, happiness and hope; and just as it is a fact that the world can 
not cure our sorrows, so is it a fact that Christ can and does heal 
them. Praised be Jesus Christ, who healeth the contrite of heart. 

III. Deliverance to the captives.—It is a great and glorious thing 
to obtain forgiveness of sins, but it is not enough. There is some- 
thing mean and unworthy, we are told, in forgiveness unaccom- 
panied by an effort to escape from the bondage of sin, and many 
people suppose that we Catholics are quite satisfied if our sins are 
forgiven. It is undeniably mean and unworthy of a son, who, after 
injuring his father, thinks only of being pardoned, and not of aban- 
doning his career of vice. Even if it were possible—but it is not— 
for one who is not determined to forsake evil, to obtain forgiveness 
of his sins, it is certain that he would never be at peace, as long 
as he was in bondage to evil. We need deliverance from the power 
of sin in our members, and as captives long for freedom. 

Can the world about us set us free? Can it supply or suggest 
any means of overcoming our evil desires and passions, and of thus 
becoming good? What a fatal mistake is made by those who try 
to dispense with Jesus Christ! The world can never effect our 
rescue ; it tries only to stifle our anxious plea for release from the 
chains of sin by saying: “There is no liberty anywhere; there is 
nothing but laws, necessity, impulses and blind fate.” Or if ever 
the modern world speaks of something called liberty, we discover 
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with horror that it is only another name for unbridled license, 
which drags men down into the slavery of sin, and which in ancient 
times found expression in the words: “Steep thy soul in delights, 
and then die.” 

Let me here again declare that I am speaking of facts, not making 
mere arbitrary assertions. It is a fact that the world can not give us 
deliverance from the bondage of sin. Can Christ release us from 
it? To one who knows Him, such a question is superfluous. His 
friends know by experience that He can do so, and continues to do 
so throughout their lives. None can deny that He effects this by 
sanctifying their wills through His Word and by His holy Sacra- 
ments, which purify our human nature and give us strength to 
overcome our passions. He acts through His holy Church, which 
is the home of His Saints, who serve Him in freedom of spirit. 
Praised be Jesus Christ, who giveth deliverance to the captives! 

We know, therefore, what we have to expect from the world 
and from Jesus Christ respectively during the coming year. Our 
knowledge is derived not from theories and hypotheses of our own 
fabrication, but from a study of facts, which can not be questioned 
as they are plain to view. 


Which shall we follow—the world or Christ? May God give us 
grace to say resolutely: “As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.” 
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SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 


THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS 
BY THE REV. D. SAVINIEN LOUISMET, 0.S.B. 


“The saints of God shall take the Kingdom, and they shall possess the 
Kingdom for ever and ever.”—Dan. vii, 18. 


SYNOPSIS—Mighty array of all the saints. We look forward to being 
among them one day. So, their feast is also our own in anticipation. 
How we stand in regard to those who have gone before us and to those 
who will come after. False idea of the world in regard to sanctity. Ex- 
tent of the right of God over His creature, man. No exception to the 
law of sanctity. Diverse attitudes of men in regard to the enterprise of 
their sanctification. Our own attitude. Exhortation to courage. 


My dear brethren :—To-day we celebrate the feast of all the blessed 
angels and holy souls who reign glorious with Christ and His blessed 
Mother in heaven, in the splendor of the most holy Trinity. It is 
especially the feast of all those holy men, women and children, from 
the beginning of the world till now, of all ages and conditions, who, 
whilst on earth, served God faithfully, and thus gained heaven. A 
mighty array! St. John says in the Apocalypse (vii, 9): “I saw a 
great multitude which no man could number, of all nations, and 
tribes, and peoples, and tongues, before the throne and in sight of 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes and having palms in their 
hands.” The palms are a sign of the victories they achieved whilst 
on earth, over the world, the devil and the flesh, and the white 
robes are a sign of the sanctity and glory to which they have at- 
tained. There are the saints of the first age of the world, those that 
lived before the Flood and deserved to be called “the children of 
God”; then the patriarchs, the prophets, and all the just of the Old 
Testament; then there are those millions of little innocents of the 
Christian era, of martyrs, of virgins, of fathers of the desert, of 
penitents, of people of all conditions, workmen, soldiers, sailors, 
tradesmen, poor, rich, princes, kings, hermits, cloistered and un- 
cloistered religious, priests, pontiffs—an immense multitude and a 
dazzling one in the marvellous variety of their merits and of their 
special rewards. 

Brethren, we shall be there one day ourselves; we shall be saints 
also in glory, or failing this, we shall be reprobates, cast away in a 
heap with the devils and all the lost souls. There is no intermediate 
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state: we know that full well, and as we certainly do not want to 
be of the number of the cast-aways, it follows that this noble feast 
of all saints is also our own feast in anticipation. We are saints in 
the making. The sanctifying grace which we enjoy already through 
prayer and the Sacraments and a virtuous life, that same sanctifying 
grace is the seed of the glory that is to come, that shall be revealed 
in us on the day of Christ Jesus. 

Tobias the elder said to his kinsmen who goaded him for his 
uprightness in the midst of all his adversities: “We are the children 
of saints and look for that life which God will give to those that 
never change their faith from him” (Tob. ii, 18). The saints that 
have gone before us, we are their children in this sense that we are 
the outcome of their prayers and their merits. The saints that will 
come after us, we are their forerunners and their parents in Christ. 
Thus we form one link in the great golden chain of sanctity which 
is let down from the very bosom of God and is to be taken back 
again into the realm of glory. 

There is an idea abroad in the world that we need not all be 
saints; that a saint, that is to say a consistent Christian and true 
servant of God, is a sort of pious exaggeration; that God, after all, 
does not expect quite so much of us; or that, at any rate, if He 
demands it, we may, with comparative security, turn a deaf ear to 
Him and live our own life as best pleases us. A terrible mistake 
this, which has sent millions to hell. Then there are those who 
want indeed to make sure of their salvation, and who yet are afraid 
to give too much to the good God, afraid to make His share in their 
lives too great, afraid to go too far in their devotion and service of 
love to Him. Now it will be worth our while to consider seriously 
what is the extent of the right of God over us, and consequently 
the extent of our bounden duty to Him. 

God made us. “He made us and not we ourselves,” says the 
Psalmist (Ps. xcix, 3). God made us, as indeed everything else, 
for Himself, for His own Divine Service, as Scripture tells us, and 
even pure reason unenlightened by Divine revelation, can argue 
and demonstrate. God wants for Himself, for His own Divine 
Service, the whole man of us, body and soul, mind and will and 
memory and the senses, from the moment of our birth, every day 
of our life, at every minute and moment of the day or night, till 
our last breath on earth, and after our death, and during all eternity. 
God wants you, my dear brother, who are now listening to me, you 














personally, the whole man of you, body and soul, mind and will and 
memory and the senses, every day of your life, and after your death, 
and for all eternity. Such is the extent of the right of God over us. 
Such is the width, and the breadth, and the height, and the depth 
of the right of God over His reasonable creature. A right which, 
during the trial state of our present life, we are at liberty to ignore 
or to cavil about, or to deny, if we will be so senseless, but which 
it is not in our power to abolish, and which it is impossible to con- 
ceive that God could waive; a right, therefore, which He will not 
waive. Do what we will, we belong to God, we owe Him the homage 
of our whole being. 

Therefore, religion or our duty to God is not a thing which we 
are free to take up or leave alone, as we please; or a thing which 
a man has a right to put in his pocket, or shelve in the cupboard, 
away, out of hand, out of sight, to take it up again only at certain 
parade hours. We may not be Christians only five minutes in the 
morning and as many in the evening, just the time of saying a hur- 
ried prayer, and an hour or so on Sunday, at church. We must be 
Christians in profession and in very deed, in all our behavior, every 
day of our life, at every minute and moment of the day and night, 
under all circumstances, be they never so unforeseen or strange or 
even distressing. We are bound to God in childhood, and in youth, 
and in maturity, and in old age, and in decrepitude; in health and 
in sickness, in prosperity and in adversity, in good repute and in 
time of obloquy and persecution; at our working hours and at the 
hours of rest, recreation and relaxation; when alone, and when with 
a few, and when in the midst of crowds of our fellow-men; in 
private life and in public life. At all these times and under all 
possible circumstances it is our duty to bear ourselves like Chris- 
tians, to fear God and love Him and keep His Law and obey His 
Church. 

What does it mean? It means simply this: that religion or the 
sense of our dependence of God and responsibility to Him ought 
to leaven our whole life, to mould our every thought and feeling, to 
dictate our every word, to be the very soul of all our acts. It 
means that religion or our duty to God ought to be the ruling prin- 
ciple of our whole life. It means that we are not to live at random, 
yielding to every impulse like reeds shaken by the winds, like the 
weather-cock on the housetop, like the beasts of the field who 
blindly follow their instinct, because (poor things!) they have no 
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higher calling, or like rude, untutored savages who know no law 
but that of their own caprice. 

There are no exceptions of persons or times or circumstances to 
this great law that religion or our duty to God is to be the great 
ruling principle of our life. There is not any time when we do not 
belong to God, when we can allow ourselves to think or speak or 
act independently of His Law. You hear it said sometimes that 
youth must be allowed to sow its wild oats, meaning thereby a great 
freedom to sin. Why so? Is perchance the youth less bound to 
God than the child or the old man? To put the question is to have 
it answered. Then there are those who will be Christians in their 
domestic life, but not in their social life. Can a man be cut in 
two halves, so to say, like an apple and give one half of himself to 
God and the other half to the devil? Preposterous! No one can 
serve two masters, says our Lord. 

There are poor sinners goaded by remorse and hard pressed by 
the grace of God, who answer to our Lord, like St. Augustine, be- 
fore his conversion: “Not yet, not just now! to-morrow, my God, 
to-morrow!” But, oh! we have no right to put God off, even only 
till to-morrow, or for one single hour’s time, or for a few minutes, 
or for one second. God’s claim upon man is pressing in its fulness, 
constantly, unremittingly, and it is a mercy indeed that it is so. Oh, 
my brethren, never say “To-morrow!” to your loving Father, God. 
On the contrary, say with alacrity: “Behold, here I am; I am Thy 
servant, Oh Lord, now, at this very hour, at this very instant, and 
with all my heart, and for all my life, and forever! Do with me 
what Thou wilt.” So said Abraham when commanded to offer up 
his only son as a sacrifice to the Lord; so young Samuel when 
awakened three times out of his night’s rest; so Mary when ad- 
dressed by the angel; so the impetuous Paul when struck down 
from his horse on his way to Damascus; so all the saints, and so 
finally the model of all saints, our Lord: Scripture tells us that 
when He came into this world He said: “In the head of the book it 
is written of Me that I should do Thy will; Oh, My God, I have 
desired it, and Thy law is in the midst of My heart” (P. xxxix, 9). 

There are those poor sinners who would fain turn back to God 
again, but who give it up in despair, saying: “It is too late; I have 
committed too many crimes; how can I hope for forgiveness?” 
Poor sinner, have you forgotten the words of our loving Saviour 
about precisely your case? About the lost sheep and how he, the 
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good shepherd, longs to bring it back on his shoulders? Have you 
forgotten the story of the Magdalen, the sinful woman, and that of 
the prodigal? Therefore never say: “It is too late!” No, my 
brother, it is never too late, as long as there is life and good will, to 
turn to God, and it is never too soon. It is the devil who whispers 
these words in your ears: too late! Do not believe him, he is a 
liar. Was it too late for the good thief, on his cross, by the side 
of Jesus dying? A whole life black with all sorts of crimes did not 
prevent him from imploring the mercy of the Redeemer, and he had 
the joy of hearing these blessed words: “This very day thou wilt 
be with Me in Paradise.” 

There are those among the non-Catholics who are content to 
stand aside, so to say, and to look on at the quarrels of the spurious 
religions which now tear Christianity to pieces, and to make this a 
pretext for their not serving God. But this will be no excuse before 
Him who said: “Ask and it shall be given you; seek and you shall 
find.” My friend, have you asked? Have you made use of prayer? 
Have you sought earnestly for the truth? Have you taken some 
pains to find it out? Just try. It is to such as you that our Lord 
says: “Why stand you idle the whole day? Go to My vineyard, the 
Catholic Church; I will give you the reward of the saints, eternal 
bliss in heaven.” 

True, it is a great scandal that there should be now so many 
creeds dividing Christianity; but it has not been ever thus, and 
therefore to a man of some intelligence and of good will, the re- 
ligious question is not after all such a very hard puzzle. You need 
only to go back in history hardly four hundred years, and you will 
not find a single one of these different Protestant denominations, 
but you will find the Catholic Church, just as she is to-day, the same 
ever, the Church of our fathers, the grand, old, historic Church, 
the Church of the martyrs, the Church of the Apostles, the Church 
of Christ, built by Him upon the rock of Peter’s confession, and 
against which He declared that the gates of hell shall never prevail. 

Some go so far as to say: “Oh, time enough! I want first to 
enjoy myself. Wait till I am an old man.” Now that is a great 
shame. It is a mocking of God and treating Him vilely; as good as 
saying: “Oh, anything will do for God, my foolish, doting old age, 
the refuse of my life and of the world.” But who is sure to live to 
an old age? Who is sure even of to-morrow? Who is sure of a 
single day, of an hour, of the next minute? Yesterday a great 
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musician sat down at his organ, surrounded by a large schola of 
singers. He looked in prime condition, full of health and spirit. 
He was just tucking the hem of his sleeves, preparatory to striking 
the first notes; suddenly he collapsed and died on the instant as if 
he had been struck by a thunderbolt. 

There is a terrible mistake made by some sinners at the end of 
their evil career. Because they have had nothing to do with God 
during their life, they think it incumbent upon them to be consistent 
in evil to the very last, and to have nothing to do with God at the 
hour of death, even though they see they were wrong so far, and 
even though God is urging them to return to Him and promises 
them forgiveness. Americans of a certain type, in particular, seem 
to look upon it as a point of honor not to cheat the devil out of 
their own skin, when they have belonged to him through their whole 
life. I have seen one in the far West, a nominal Catholic, but a 
bad man, a criminal, a murderer, on the point of being lynched, 
resolutely refuse the proffered assistance of a priest, on the plea, 
on the express plea that, as he had done without God all his life, 
he would now despise himself for crying mercy to Him at the end. 
Was it pride and blasphemous bravado? I think not. It was a 
terribly mistaken notion of honor and consistency. To all such I 
would say: It is too bad you have made an ill use of your life; but 
still, at the very end of it, it is still in your power to do some good 
with yourselves by turning to God with your intelligence and free 
will; and you ought to do it. It is the only right and wise thing for 


you to do, to render to God, were it but at the very last, what be- - 


longs to Him. You never had any right to hold out against Him 
during your past life, and no more have you now to hold out against 
Him to the last. To do so is a fresh crime and indeed the greatest 
of all, the one which puts the seal of finality upon all the others and 
makes them irreparable. 

As for us, brethren, as I said before, surely we do not want to be 
with the castaways. We want at the end of our pilgrimage to 
reach our true home, paradise, and be with the saints forever. We 
want on the last day to rise with glorified bodies and range ourselves 
on the right hand of the dear Lord Jesus, the Sovereign Judge. 
Then will be inaugurated the ultimate and plenary feast of all 
saints, which will last for all eternity. Let us therefore take oc- 
casion of to-day’s feast to kindle our fervor and animate us to 
greater courage. The enterprise of our sanctification is not more 
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arduous than was that of our saints who have gone before us. We 
have the same means at hand which they made use of: prayer, the 
Sacraments, the exercise of the infused virtues. They had the 
same enemies, the devil, the world and the flesh to overcome, and 
they conquered. So it is quite sure we may also, with God’s help, 
come out victorious. This is the grace I wish to you. 





TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE CHRISTIAN INHERITANCE 
BY THE REV. DOM ANSELM PARKER, 0.S.B., M.A. 


__, Let the peace of Christ rejoice in your hearts, and be ye thankful.”—Col. 

iii, 15. 

SYNOPSIS.—Feast of All Saints raises mind, inspires courage; yet we must 
not overlook glorious inheritance already ours. 

1. Epistle to-day suggests thoughts for great joy here and now. What 
was St. Paul’s secret? Whole Epistle arouses Colossians to appreciation 
of Christian inheritance and their indebtedness to Jesus Christ. They 
understood its burning expressions. 

2. Inspired, its message is for us to-day. Christianity maintains at 
present all that it effected for Colossians: (a) freedom and confidence 
due to infallible teaching; (b) the fruits of Calvary in our midst; (c) 
Incarnation continued to-day; (d) most intimate union in Holy Com- 
munion. 

3. Yet we are unappreciative, and absorbed in things material. Arouse 
self by constant thought on glories of present inheritance which gives 
true joy and peace. 

The Feast of All Saints which we are still celebrating, my dear 
brethren, raises our thoughts to that fulness of the reward of in- 
heritance which the faithful have received of the Lord (Col. iii, 24), 
the kingdom of the blessed where God shall wipe away all tears 
and mourning shall be no more, where the former things have 
passed away all things are made new. Our very rejoicing in the 
happiness of those who once were pilgrims on earth, as we our- 
selves, inspires us to go on in patient endurance and labor, for it 
leads us to recognize with St. Paul that the sufferings of this life 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed 
in us. And it is the thought of this happiness that leads us too, 
especially during this month of November, to show a true and 


active sympathy with the longing of those who are still detained 
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in the purifying flames of Purgatory, particularly of those amongst 
them in whose life and conduct we may have had some share; that 
they also may speedily be granted a place of refreshment, light and 
peace. 

This firm hope of joy eternal is laid up in the bosom of the faith- 
ful servant of Jesus Christ; and yet because death, the entrance to 
life, seems so far off in its uncertainty, and because the inheritance 
enjoyed by the saints is so glorious that the human faculties cannot 
picture it nor the heart of man conceive it, it may perhaps happen 
that this hope is not an ever-present fact in our consciousness, or 
that we merely lament our present state of exile, and, settling down 
in contentment in life’s ways, we overlook the wonderful privilege 
which is ours even now as members of Christ’s Church, and our 
possession of the heritage purchased for us by the great price of 
the Prescious Blood. As St. Paul says: “When Christ shall appear, 
Who is your life, then you also shall appear with Him in glory” 
(Col. iii, 4); yet we must not overlook the significance of our 
Lord’s words: “Amen I say to you, that he who heareth My Word 
and believeth in Him that sent Me hath life everlasting.” We have 
been redeemed and already raised to a newness of life, and even 
now very great indeed are the riches of the spiritual kingdom to 
which we belong. Let us, then, to-day strive to catch something of 
the spirit of the epistle which the Church sets before us on this 
Sunday. Let us probe the mind of St. Paul who here, as so often 
elsewhere, exhorts his hearers: “Let the peace of Christ rejoice in 
your hearts, and be ye thankful”; let us give the rein to that joy 
of heart that it may, as He says, break out in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual canticles (Col. iii, 16); let us sing in grace in our 
hearts to God, acknowledging the gifts He already bestows upon 
us, and pouring out our gratitude to our Lord Jesus Christ for the 
inheritance of which He has made us partakers. 

I. It is very characteristic of St. Paul to arouse his disciples to 
rejoice: “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice.” 
Would that we could be filled with his spirit! To gain this spirit 
we must endeavor to understand the circumstances of his life, the 
times in which he lived, and inquire what was the source of that 
extraordinary enthusiasm for the faith, that consuming Apostolic 
zeal, which made him despise every danger and count as nothing 
and as loss all things save one, the treasure of inestimable worth, 
the inheritance which he himself possessed and longed for others 
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to posses and appreciate. St. Paul, though he had never seen our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh, but only in vision, trod again the 
ways our Saviour so recently had trodden; he listened to the ac- 
counts of eyewitnesses of the incidents of our Lord’s life; his 
friends had been the very companions of Jesus. He understood 
fully the nature of the kingdom our Lord had founded, the value 
of the truth He had revealed. Christianity was a force newly given 
to the world; it had set on foot a world-wide revolution. He 
understood, too, the powerful forces of Judaism with its cold 
formalism, of paganism with its sensuality and corruption that was 
holding down mankind. He recognized himself as the minister of 
Jesus Christ to call to the new life, to the spiritual inheritance, all . 
who would receive it, and he threw the whole weight of his great 
personality into his endeavor. In season and out of season, he 
preached, he wrote, he delivered the message entrusted to him. 
To-day the Church reads again the burning message taken from 
his letter to the Colossians, a letter very similar in character and 
argument to that delivered to the Ephesians. Colossae was in the 
very heart of Phrygia. He had never visited it, but its converts, 
already instructed by Epaphras, one of his disciples, were very dear 
to him. They had received the word of life with joy and were in 
the first fervor of the Christian faith. The opening portion of the 
Epistle is full of consolation in their newly found joy, in their 
realization of the gift of faith, in their mutual charity which has 
been its result. He prays earnestly for an increase of their good 
dispositions. At the same time he raises his voice in warning. The 
“ravenous wolves” he had spoken of at Ephesus were already 
making their appearance at Colossae. Unless kept on its guard this 
flock of his would be torn asunder and despoiled of the richness of 
the Christian inheritance. A heresy, half Judaic, half Oriental, 
containing in it the seeds of Gnosticism, was beginning to work its 
insidious influence. With a false pietism, with a show of humility, 
with a spirit of mortification which would blind men’s thoughts to 
earth, its promoters were seeking to belittle the value of Chris- 
tianity, to confine the privileges of real religion to a select few, and 
above all to underrate the redeeming mediatorship of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Hence St. Paul’s chief object in this letter is to 
arouse his hearers to a still greater appreciation of - i 


whom alone they owed all their joy. 
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St. Paul works out his theme in language which his hearers 
would fully appreciate. As Christ, he says, existing before all 
creation, is the Head of the entire visible and physical creation and 
continues daily the work of creation, for “all things are by means 
of Him and for Him and in Him” (Col. i, 16, 17), so, too, He is 
the cause and the final end and the conserving unitive force of the 
new spiritual creation, the supernatural life of Christians. He is 
the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature 
(i, 15) ; in Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; 
in Him it hath pleased the Father that all fulness should dwell 
(1, 19) ; in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead corporally 
(ii, 9). And the Church is His Body, the plenitude of Him Who 
thus completes Himself, an All in all. Christians are collectively 
Christ’s Body and individually His members. And because they 
are the members of Christ’s Church, St. Paul addresses them as the 
elect of God, holy and well-beloved (iii, 12), and as “Saints.” They 
have been delivered from falsehood to truth, from darkness to light, 
from death to life. Sometimes they were alienated and enemies in 
mind in evil works, now they are reconciled through the Incarna- 
tion and Death of Jesus (i, 21, 22); they are quickened together 
with Him, all offences being forgiven and the handwriting of the 
decree that was against them being blotted out (ii, 13) ; for He has 
fastened it to the Cross in His triumph over all the powers of evil. 
And thus delivered from the realm of darkness they have been 
translated by God the Father into the kingdom of the Son of His 
love (i, 13); they have been made worthy to be partakers of the 
lot of the saints in light (i, 12), being filled with all the knowledge 
of God’s will; predestined into the adoption of children, they are 
no longer strangers and outsiders but fellow-heirs and co-partners 
with Christ. Now buried with Christ in baptism and risen again in 
Him by the faith of the operation of God who raised Him up from 
the dead (ii, 12), St. Paul urges them that they should seek the 
things that are above (iii, 2) and have their minds filled with these 
things and not the things that are upon the earth (iii, 2). 

What a depth and fulness of meaning had all these burning 
words for that assembly when first St. Paul’s Epistle was read, as 
they realized all that Christ’s teaching had effected in their lives, 
raising them from the depths of corruption and ignorance, filling 
their hearts with joy and gladness, uniting them in mutual love and 
charity, the bond of perfection. This little flock was a spectacle of 
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joy to the apostle, for in them was fulfilled the prayer of Jesus 
Christ to His Father: “The glory which Thou hast given to Me, I 
have given to them; that they may be one, as We also are one. I 
in them and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in one.” 

2. If, my dear brethren, we pondered on the full meaning of the 
expressions used by St. Paul, if we searched the heights and depths 
of his doctrine of the Headship of Christ, of the Church which is 
His Mystical Body, and realized the ineffable privilege of member- 
ship, then should we come to understand what was the source of 
the Apostle’s enthusiasm for the faith and his zeal to spread it to 
others ; we should understand the keenness of the response made by 
his converts and their great joy of heart. Now we must remember 
that his letters are not merely historical documents, telling us of 
what has been in the past. They form part of the inspired Scrip- 
tures; they contain a message for us to-day. Would not St. Paul 
have addressed us also as “saints,” not indeed on account of our 
personal holiness but because we are partakers of a holy inheritance? 
Are not we also the elect of God, holy and well beloved? Have 
not we been chosen out in the mystery of God’s designs from 
amongst nations still sunk in paganism, and from amongst those who 
share but in part in the fulness of the Catholic faith? And though 
the dangers to which we are exposed are not precisely those against 
which the Apostle warns the Colossians, he would have written in 
the same strain to us as to them. We are too preoccupied, we are 
too engrossed in material and worldly concerns, we are too open 
to the seductive forces of evil. Therefore we also need to be 
aroused to a realization of the value of membership of the Church 
and of our indebtedness to Jesus Christ who does for us now what 
He did for those to whom St. Paul was writing. Truly and indeed 
we have been raised to a newness of life and been given the adop- 
tion of children. “Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us,” cried St. John, “that we should be called and 
should indeed be the sons of God.” 

Meditate at length in your hearts on those ways in which our 
Lord Jesus Christ provides in His Love and wisdom for us His 
children in this generation, to maintain the fulness of our super- 
natural life amidst the struggle of our pilgrimage on earth, that 
besides having the pledge of joy to come with the saints, our hearts 
may here also continually rejoice in the peace of Christ. 

Consider, for instance, how by means of His Church He works 
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in multifarious ways as really as when He walked the ways of 
Galilee or appeared after the Resurrection to the Apostles and to 
St. Paul. Unseen Himself, he guides the Church, the Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth, giving it an authority in doctrine and organiza- 
tion, by means of His ministers who, as St. Paul tells us, are “set 
by the Holy Ghost to rule the Church of God” and “to keep the 
form of sound words.” “Go teach,” our Lord said, and still says, 
and because He is with us all days even to the consummation of 
the world and the gates of hell shall not prevail, we have the 
greatest confidence and joyful security. Because as sheep of His 
pasture we follow His voice we are free from the teachings of 
heretics and false philosophers and the pernicious maxims of the 
world. “He that heareth you, heareth Me,” and thus we share His 
promise: “Amen I say to you, he that believeth hath eternal life.” 

Again, consider how ever-present are the fruits of Christ’s Re- 
demption. With the memory of Calvary so fresh in the minds of 
men, St. Paul’s hearers readily understood his words, “God spared 
not His Son but delivered Him up for us.” That infinite Sacrifice 
was all-sufficient, for all men of all times. But since it is the law 
cf the working of God’s grace that our cooperation is necessary 
for redemption, that even when God in His bounty has supplied the 
abundance of His blessings our hearts will never be converted 
unless we take to ourselves and make our own the merits of His 
Precious Blood, He renews constantly, within the reach of all, the 
real true Sacrifice of Calvary. 

Out of sight may mean out of mind, and therefore on every altar 
and every day He the great High Priest offers Himself the Victim 
to His Father for us, that by our presence and our active union 
He may apply to us and we may take to ourselves the fruits of 
Redemption. In the Mass we offer Him a worthy adoration, an 
adequate thanksgiving; there our hearts are stirred to repentance 
and, repentant, He receives us back; there, too, we may ask with 
certainty of receiving. How potent indeed is the Sacrifice of the 
Mass; how near, within our very grasp, it brings the highest gifts 
of our inheritance: “Blessed indeed are they that wash their robes 
in the Blood of the Lamb.” 

Or, again, consider this: the coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was scarcely a generation before the time in which St. Paul’s dis- 
ciples lived; and yet how long ago it may seem to us. But our 
Lord would overcome our difficulty. He is indeed the same to-day 
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as yesterday, and the same for ever; by the Real Presence every 
church is our Bethlehem and Nazareth, every church sums up all 
the scenes of Palestine. For every church is the dwelling of Jesus 
Christ. His manhood is hidden, it is true, under the sacramental 
veils as once He hid the majesty of His Godhead before the humble 
shepherds ; yet He is as really and truly here, in our midst, always, 
to be with us, to receive our petitions, to listen to the confidences we 
place in Him. How precious is this “secret” enjoyed by Catholics! 
What an earnest of God’s personal love! 

Yet beyond what I have suggested for your consideration our 
Lord’s love and wisdom has bestowed still farther privileges. He 
indeed is the Head and we His members; He is the Vine and we 
the branches; moreover, He is the very Food of our souls. “He 
that eateth Me, the same shall live by Me.” “He that eateth My 
Flesh and drinketh My Blood hath everlasting life.” By Holy 
Communion our newness of life is made complete. Our self be- 
comes transformed into Himself. How much might be said of this 
union of Jesus Christ with the soul! He became the Son of Man 
that we might become the sons of God; of His fulness we have all 
received favor upon favor. 

3. These thoughts but indicate some of the glories of the rich 
inheritance enjoyed by all members of Christ’s Church. Such are 
the realities of the spiritual kingdom in which we live and move. 
Yet we must frankly confess that they are not always the help and 
the inspiration they should be to us. Our minds are very earthly, 
our horizon very limited, our hearts very tepid. Our interest easily 
becomes absorbed in what is material, our affections drawn towards 
what is natural. We allow petty personal and domestic concerns to 
become matters of primary importance. We give way too much 
to the importunity of the needs of the body, to the demands of society 
and the attractions of the world. We seek our consolation in 
friends and interests that will not satisfy the immortal soul. And 
as life’s cares and pleasures and ambitions rise ever fuller, wave 
after wave, as the mighty waters of the tide, our appreciation of the 
spiritual world is swallowed up. Let us confess to it. Let us not 
merely lament it but let the Christian soul triumph over it. “Be 
instant in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving,” St. Paul bids 
us (Col. iv, 2). These thoughts will then become as the wings of 
a dove raising our spirit above the trammels of earth. We shall 
sing in grace in our hearts to God (iii, 16). Our prayer will cease 
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to be merely that of petition in our daily earthly needs and will 
become that of adoration, gratitude and thanksgiving. Our joy 
will burst out spontaneously in hymns and spiritual canticles (iii, 
16). The beautiful eucharistic prayers of the Church, such as the 
Gloria in Excelsis, the Magnificat, the Te Deum will be frequently 
on our lips, and throughout our daily work we shall mind the things 
that are above (iii, 1), not serving to the eye as pleasing men 
(iii, 22), but readily doing all things in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him (iii, 17). Then 
indeed the peace of Christ will rejoice in our hearts, or, as is more 
in accord with St. Paul’s meaning, will stand as umpire in our 
hearts, expelling unworthy thoughts and a quarrelsome spirit and 
the despondency of nature, and leaving that complete freedom and 
joyousness which our Lord came to bequeath to us, both as an 
abiding possession here in this vale of tears and as the pledge of 
eternal happiness with the Saints in heaven. 





TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
BY THE REV. C. HUDSON 


The Kingdom of Heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed.”—Matt. 
xiii, 31. 


SYNOPSIS.—Amongst all the great movements of thought in the world’s 
history, and amongst all institutions embodying such movements, Chris- 
tianity the greatest, i. e., CATHOLIC Christianity. The Church in history 
proves this: by its spread, by the influence of the Holy See, by the con- 
version of the barbarian invaders of the Roman Empire. 

Striking difference between the success of the Church and that of other 
great movements. THEY commended themselves to the world. Not so 
the Church: she “is set for the fall and for the resurrection of many... 
and for a sign which shall be contradicted.” 

Yet, in spite of all opposition, the Church has succeeded—and can 

“ command service and devotion not equalled elsewhere. Do we say IN 

' - spITE of opposition? Rather say because of opposition. Our Lord fore- 

told persecution: “Blessed are you when men shall revile you, etc.’ The 

secret of persecution is that the Catholic Church is faithful to Christ and 

to Christ's message. Is not persecution the stamp of the true religion o 

Christ (Matt. x, 24). A religion which accommodates itself to the world 

is not Divine, i. g., Protestantism and divorce (John «xv, 20). These 
words of Christ fulfilled in the Catholic Church. 

But what of ourselves? Are suffering, conflict and the Cross part of 
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our lives as Christians? Or do we compromise with the world? The 
Child Jesus was set “for the FALL,” as well as for the resurrection of 
many. Are we among these? How far have we lived up to our Catholic 
principles—in business, in politics, in our homes, in our daily work? 
If we are not acting up to a Catholic standard in these things, our mem- 
bership of the Catholic Church will be to our “fall,” not to our “resur- 
rection.” But we can repent, and, warned by the words of the Gospel, 
put ourselves again on the side of Christ in the Church. 

Amongst all the great intellectual or spiritual movements that the 
world has known in all its history, dear Brethren in Jesus Christ, 
and amongst all the institutions in which such movements have 
been embodied and have taken visible form and made their in- 
fluence palpably felt amongst mankind, no one, not even its greatest 
enemies will deny that the most successful, the most effectual, the 
most influential, has been the movement called Christianity, as em- 
bodied in its only legitimate and genuine form, the Holy Catholic 
Church. 

This assertion needs not much proof. To anyone acquainted even 
a little with the history of the world since Christ came, the Catholic 
Church appears throughout that history as a living fact, having 
an undeniable supremacy over all other great facts in the annals 
of the human race after redemption. 

First there is the phenomenal spread of the Catholic Christian 
religion in primitive times, a religion whose tenets are shown with 
more and more cogency by every new discovery in the realm of 
Christian antiquities to be identical with the faith of the Holy 
Catholic and Roman Church of later days. Then came the gradual 
conquest of the Roman Empire by the preachers of the new Re- 
ligion, a period during which the rights and prerogative inherent 
in the Apostolic See of Peter were more and more clearly brought 
out and developed, as the organization of the Church was free to 
expand itself, and, bursting through the restraints of the days of 
persecution, to exhibit openly the form and constitution impressed 
upon her by her Lord and Founder. Thus, in the fourth century 
it was acknowledged by all Christian people that the successor of 
Peter was the divinely appointed Head of the Christian Church, 
in virtue of the words of Christ to the Prince of the Apostels: 
“Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my Church.” 

When the Roman Empire fell into ruin, it was the Holy Catholic 
and Roman Church that welded together in one faith the barbarians 
who descended upon the ancient Roman world, and it was the 
Church that created out of that chaos our modern civilization. And 
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if we look at the various religious bodies of to-day it is easy to dis- 
cern the fact that it is the Catholic Church that exercises not only 
by far the widest, but also preeminently the strongest influence over 
the souls of men. 

And there is a striking difference to be observed between the 
success of the Catholic Church and any measure of success that 
other great movements have met with. These have succeeded 
because they have commended themselves to the world by the 
promise of some immediate material advantage, or by appealing to 
men’s natural desires and aspirations. Thus they have gained the 
support of the powerful, of governments or of princes, or of that 
great power of our own days, the Democracy. The Church, on 
the other hand, has never appealed to people by the promise of 
earthly gain, although, as a matter of fact, her influence always 
tends to better men’s earthly conditions. Her teachings are in 
many ways directly opposed to the desires and passions of man- 
kind, and if we take her history as a whole, it will be found that 
governments and princes and the powers of earth have consistently 
either persecuted her with violence, or have looked upon her and 
acted towards her with jealousy and suspicion. Of the Church, in 
which, in a true sense, the life of the Incarnate Word is carried on 
here on earth, the words of holy Simeon spoken of the Child Jesus 
are also true. She, too, “is set for the fall, and for the resur- 
rection of many—and for a sign which shall be contradicted.” 

The Church has succeeded: she has established, in spite of op- 
position, an unparallel influence; she has set up her empire, which 
is Christ’s empire, over the minds and hearts of men, and has been 
able to command from her children a love and loyalty, an en- 
thusiasm and devotion in her service that cannot be equalled even 
by the most brilliant examples of patriotism and of self-sacrificing 
devotion to country, home, or family that the world’s history can 
show. For, at the call of the Church, and for the sake of the 
Faith that she teaches, for the love of Jesus who lives in her, have 
not men and women and children by the thousand given up home 
and family and country, yes, and life itself without a murmur, 
remembering the Words of Christ: “If any man come to Me, 
and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brothers, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my 
disciple” (Luke xiv, 26). 

Thus has the Church succeeded, in spite of the enmity of the 
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world, with her code of laws diametrically opposed to the inclina- 
tions of fallen human nature, and in the face of all that weight 
of opposition and persecution which the material power of the 
rulers of this earth, the hatred of fanatics in alliance with the 
natural passions of the human race have been able to bring and 
have continually brought to bear against her. 

Did I say in spite of these things; in spite of hatred and enmity 
and persecution she has succeeded? Would it not be better to say, 
because of these things, because of the world’s enmity and perse- 
cution she has succeeded. Would not this way of putting it be 
more in accordance with the words of the Divine Master: “Blessed 
are you when men shall revile you and persecute you and speak all 
manner of evil against you untruly for My sake?” What is the 
secret of the persecution of the Church by the world? It is be- 
cause she is ever faithful to Christ, and to Christ’s message which 
she has to deliver, and to the true maxims of the Gospel that 
are so opposed to the false maxims of this world. Dear Brethren, 
is it not the very stamp, the very hall-mark of the true Religion 
to rouse the hatred and opposition of the world and of worldly 
men? “The disciple is not above the master, nor the servant 
above his lord” (Matt. x, 24). If Christ Himself is “a sign that 
shall be contradicted,” so also is Christ’s Church in whom He is. 
Is a Gospel, a Church, a Religion that commends itself to the 
evil world of any use? That religion which accommodates itself 
to worldly views and private judgment, and to men’s pride and 
selfishness; which speaks fair and does not ask too much; which 
shows, or pretends to show, an easy and comfortable way to 
Heaven; a religion which minimizes or abrogates the law of God, 
countenancing for instance, as Protestantism does, the violation 
of the sanctity of the marriage bond by the approval or toleration 
of easy laws of divorce—such a religion will indeed gain the 
patronage of princes and the approval of democracies, but that 
very approval is its condemnation, and proves it not to be that 
Religion of which Christ said: “If they have persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you” (John xv, 20). And such a religion, 
though it bask in the sunshine of worldly prosperity and may for a 
time enjoy a passing influence over men, will not convert, will not 
regenerate, will not save the multitude for whom Christ died. 
Look at the history of Protestantism: see how, year by year, its 
teaching is becoming more and more vague, less and less definite; 
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so that it fails to supply now even that lessened spiritual nourish- 
ment which once it may have given by virtue of remnants of 
Catholic truth which it retained. Our Blessed Lord’s Words to His 
true Church have been fulfilled. The history of the Catholic Church 
has been full of alternating periods of fierce persecution and jeal- 
ous, suspicious toleration. It is true that the truth and grandeur 
of her doctrines, the sanctity of her children’s lives, the proved 
efficacy of her means of regenerating the nations have given her 
sway over empires and peoples; so that she has given to them laws 
and established civilizations ; has nurtured arts and promoted science 
and education; but persecution has inevitably broken out sooner 
or later, she is ever, and Christ in her is ever “a sign that shall be 
contradicted,” and those very nations that have gained from her 
all that is good in them, have turned against their nursing mother 
and would fain sweep her out of existence. Yes, persecution is her 
badge; always, like her Divine Founder and Mary, Queen of 
Martyrs, ever and always she must walk along the royal road of 
suffering ; even the sword must pierce her mother’s heart: and thus 
she shows herself to be divine. 

But, Brethren, what of ourselves? How do we stand? Are 
suffering, conflict, and the Cross part of our lives as members of a 
persecuted, suffering Church? Or have we tried to make peace 
with the world? Have we endeavored to compromise between the 
teachings of the Gospel and low worldly standards of right and 
wrong ? 

It is a fearful thought that the Holy Child Jesus was set, not 
only for the ‘resurrection,’ but also for the ‘fall’ of many. That 
is, while some will be saved by His Birth, others will meet only 
greater damnation because, in their life and conduct if not by 
words, they have denied Him. Are we among these? How far 
have we lived up to our Catholic Christian principles. In business, 
in civic life, in our homes, in our daily work? Has there been no 
dishonesty or sharp practice; no support of anti-Christian public 
policy or immoral legislation for the sake of our worldly interests? 
Have we neglected the Christian education of our children; have 
we given them, by word and by example, and by the influences of 
home and family that Christian and Catholic training which can be 
nowhere else so effectually given? Have we watched their read- 
ing, their amusements, their companions, their virtue? Are we 
Catholics in fact as well as in name? What of attendance at Holy 
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Mass and the Sacraments? What of prayer? What of sobriety 
and temperance? What of our language, our habits, our as- 
sociates ? 

Brethren, if we are not acting up to a Catholic standard in these 
things, then, though we are outwardly members of the glorious suf- 
fering Church of Jesus Christ, we are not animated with her 
spirit; and the Church, and our membership of the Church will be 
only to our greater condemnation—for our fall, not for our 
resurrection. 

But, Brethren, even though we have gone astray, and have not 
been wholly faithful to our sacred profession as Catholics, thank 
God, there is still hope; for we are not cut off from those great 
and effective means of repentance and grace and pardon which the 
Church has at her disposal. Warned by those truly terrible words 
of to-day’s Gospel, let us repent and amend, and put ourselves once 
more on the side of Christ in the Church, “a sign,” indeed, “that 
shall be contradicted by the world and by the wicked, but the 
“resurrection,” from sin now, and to eternal life hereafter, to those 
who are faithful. 





LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
ON HELL 


BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 


“And then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn.”—St. Matt. xxiv, 30. 


SYNOPSIS.—The scene of to-day’s Gospel takes its chief character of fear 
from the after fate of the wicked, i. e., hell. Subject so awful, preachers 
would not treat it from inclination. But though we know of hell, we 
easily forget with hell a real risk, we leave it out of our calculations. 
True, Christ does not wish us to live in terror, but salutary fear must 
have its place in religion. We are subject to temptations so alluring, 
passion is so violent at times, etc., that we need the steadying thought 
of what will happen if we give way. Sometimes, therefore, we must 
meditate on hell. Matt. x, 28. 

What God has revealed on this subject: The words of Jesus Christ 
Himself: the description of the last Judgment in St. Matthew xxv, 
St. Mark, Ch. ix. Hard to conceive that the eternity and awful nature of 
hell could have been put more plainly. Church has never flinched from 
teaching this terrible truth. Words of the “Athanasian Creed.” 

Hell a mystery of the Faith, but held with the highest certainty. A 
consideration which will help us somewhat to understand the inevitable- 
ness of eternal punishment, viz., the nature of mortal sin. 
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What mortal sin involves it is wilful rejection of God and good; 
wilful embracing of evil. While man lives on earth, there is the pos- 
sibility of repentance: not so hereafter; there, man is fixed in evil if 
to the last he has chosen it. Such a man necessarily the object of the 
Anger of God. God’s anger is His necessary attitude towards sin, which 
He must pursue with just retribution, or He would not be all-holy and 
all-perfect. 

From this we can realise the position a man puts himself in by a 
mortal sin—he risks losing God for all eternity. 

The loss of God, what it means. In the next life God is the only Good; 
all that now distracts us from the need of God will have fallen away, 
Two comparisons to aid us to understand somewhat the meaning of the 
loss of God—a man suffering from some bitter disappointment, spoiling 
his whole life, or a man who has lost one beloved when he was about 
to be united to that one. 

Again we may attain to some idea of the misery of the lost by com- 
parison with the joys of the blessed. See I. Cor. ui, 9. Contemplate the 
love, joy, peace, rapture, pleasure, blessedness of the saved. In hell there 
is the extreme opposite; hate, misery, longing, torment, self-reproach, 
pain, the anger of God punishing for eternity. Eternity the most awful 
thought of all. 

We will not dwell further on physical torments: will only remark that 
nothing justifies any minimizing of Christ's words. When we grasp the 
teaching of Christ, of the Apostles, and of the Church on this, how rash 
to pass through life without serious thought for our soul’s salvation, 
One consolation in all this—no one will be lost but through his own fault. 
If we fear, thank God for that salutary fear. He will not reject us, and 
the prayer for mercy will not go unheard. 


The terrible scene, dear brethren in Jesus Christ, which is de- 
scribed in to-day’s Gospel in the words of Jesus Christ Himself, 
takes its supreme character of awe and fear from the fact of what 
follows after for those who, on account of unrepented sin, will 
“mourn” when the Son of Man shall appear. I mean the terrible 
punishment of hell. This subject is of so awful a nature that no 
preacher would dwell upon it were he free to follow his own in- 
clinations only in the choice of matter for the instruction of God's 
people; and, at the same time, it is so dread a mystery of Divine 
justice and wrath, that an imperfect human creature might well 
shrink from undertaking its exposition. Silent, adoring fear, and 
trembling, prayerful hope in the infinite Divine mercy and pity 
would seem to befit us most in face of the dread realities of eternal 
punishment. But though we know, with the certainty of faith, that 
eternal torments are the lot of those who depart this life in mortal 
sin; though we know that nothing but the frail uncertain bridge 
of this earthly existence—which may break down at any moment— 
separates us from that Eternity of which hell is one of the abiding 
facts; yet we easily forget these things; we pass our days, perhaps, 
with scarce a thought of them. It is strange, but of many, of mul- 
titudes of men it is but too true. 
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During our earthly course we live with the risk—with the possi- 
bility, at least—of eternal damnation; for no one can say yet that 
he is safe. Even Saints can fall and be lost, and the Apostle says: 
“He that thinketh he standeth, let him take heed but he fall.” Yet 
with this risk and possibility, with hell as one of the alternatives 
before us as the result of our daily life on earth, we are only 
too apt to leave it altogether out of our calculations. 

It is true, indeed, that our Blessed Lord does not wish us to live 
in a state of excited terror at the thought of hell; that He does not 
mean fear to be the predominant motive in the life of a Christian; 
yet it is true also that fear must have its place in our religion, and 
that not even Saints can afford wholly to do without it. 

We are subject to temptations so alluring, to gusts of passion so 
vehement, to habits of sloth and indifference so enervating, and to 
wiles of the devil and self-deceit so plausible; our love, too, is often 
so weak, that without question we must have, in part of our spiritual 
armory, the shrinking fear of God’s threatened retribution for sin, 
the steadying thought of what will happen if we give up the struggle 
against evil, the light thrown upon the awful nature of sin and the 
true object and meaning of life by the thought of hell, if we are 
to be proof against these various causes of everlasting ruin. 

Sometimes, then, we must meditate on hell; and no preacher 
would be doing his duty if he failed to remind his hearers from 
time to time of this awful truth. Amongst our daily prayers should 
be that of the Psalmist, “Pierce thou my flesh with thy fear,” the 
saving fear commanded by our blessed Lord when He said, “Fear 
ye not them that kill the body, and are not able to kill the soul; 
but rather fear Him that can destroy both soul and body into hell” 
(Matt. x, 28). 

Let us first ask what God has revealed to us through Jesus Christ 
and His Church concerning the punishment of unrepented sin. 

We are taught, in unmistakable terms, that there is a hell, which 
is the lot of the fallen angels and of all who die in mortal sin; that 
there they suffer extremest mental and physical torment which will 
last for ever without end; that the souls of the wicked are cast into 
hell immediately upon death, and that after the General Judgment 
these will suffer also in their bodies the punishment of their deeds. 

Our blessed Lord, the All-loving and All-merciful, took upon 
Himself the declaration, in the plainest terms, of the future lot of 
the damned, both, mercifully to warn us, and to show us from what 
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He has saved us by His Incarnation, Passion, and Death. Let ys 
hear His own words, to the awfulness of which nothing that man 
can say will ever add. In the twenty-fifth chapter of St. Matthew 
we have a picture, drawn by our blessed Lord Himself, of the lag 
Judgment; the awful sentence that will fall upon the damned js 
there foretold by the very Truth Himself in these terrible words: 
“Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, which was pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” And at the conclusion of His 
description our Lord says of the good and bad respectively : “These 
shall go into everlasting punishment, but the just into life ever- 
lasting.” 

Brethren, there is no doubt, no ambiguity about these words—as 
eternal life is the reward of the good, so punishment, equally eternal, 
is the fate of the wicked. 

And in another place, in the ninth chapter of St. Mark, our 
Blessed Lord teaches the same truth in the plainest terms, warning 
us that however dear anything may be to us, however indispensable 
even, it may seem, we must utterly reject it if it constitutes a danger 
to our souls: “If thy hand scandalize thee,” that is, if it be spiritually 
a danger to thee, “cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed than having two hands to go into hell, into unquenchable 
fire; where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not extinguished. 

“And if thy foot scandalize thee, cut it off. It is better for thee 
to enter lame into life everlasting, than having two feet, to be cast 
into the hell of unquenchable fire: 

“Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not extinguished. 

“And if thy eye scandalize thee, pluck it out. It is better for 
thee with one eye to enter into the kingdom of God, than having 
two eyes to be cast into the hell of fire: where their worm dieth not 
and the fire is not extinguished.” 

Brethren, it would be hard to conceive it possible that the eternity 
and the awful nature of the pains of hell could more plainly be 
taught than in these words of the Incarnate Son of God. The 
Church of God has never flinched from teaching openly this dread- 
ful truth. Unpalatable it may be to men’s minds, terrifying to 
think about, but it is true, it is the teaching of God; and so the 
Church must proclaim it, and does proclaim it; and repeats, after 
Her Lord, in the words of the “Athanasian creed,” the awful fact: 
“They that have done well shall go into everlasting life; but they 
that have done evil into everlasting fire. This is the Catholic faith, 
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which, except a man keep whole and undefiled, he can not be saved.” 

Brethren, I have said that this is a great Mystery—a Mystery of 
the faith; a truth, that is, which human reason can not fully fathom, 
but which is vouched for, nevertheless, by God’s own word, and 
thus is known to be true with the highest certitude. There is a 
consideration, however, which will help us to understand somewhat 
how inevitable it is that eternal punishment should be the result of 
unrepented mortal sin. 

Mortal sin means the wilful rejection of God. By it the will is 
placed in opposition to God and therefore to all good, embracing 
evil with full knowledge and consent. 

While man lives on earth, there is always the possibility of re- 
pentance, of turning again to God by His Divine Grace. After 
death this possibility is gone for ever; so that if a man die with 
his will in opposition to God by mortal sin, he will remain for all 
eternity fixed in that state of hostility to his almighty Creator. He 
will not be able to change, He will not wish to change. 

Such a one must be inevitably the object of the most fearful 
thing that can be visible upon any being—the anger of God. Let 
us try to understand a little what is the anger of God. When we 
speak of God’s anger, we do not mean that God is subject to vary- 
ing emotions, as we are; for, as St. James writes, with God “there 
is no change, nor shadow of alteration” (i, 17). God’s anger is 
the necessary attitude which, by the very perfection of His Divine 
and Perfect Nature, He must ever be in towards evil. He must 
utterly reject it and cast it from Him: He must pursue it with 
just retribution. Otherwise He would not be all-holy, all-perfect, 
all-good. 

Evil, wherever it is, must be the object of the Divine anger and 
eventually of the Divine chastisement. 

And if a man by wilful final impenitence has rejected God and 
identified himself for all eternity with evil, him must God reject, 
cast off, and pursue with Divine retributive justice for all eternity. 

When we consider these things, dear brethren, we can realize 
better what a terrible position a man puts himself into by a mortal 
sin. Of his own free will and act he puts himself under the anger 
of God, and runs the risk of being in that position for eternity. 

And what does that mean? In the next life God is the only 
Good; the possession of God and His love are the only things that 
can give peace and happiness to the soul. All those things which 
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now please and satisfy for a time and distract us from the need we 
have of God will have fallen away from us, and we shall find our- 
selves alone, stripped of all, with an awful void within our being, 
and the most urgent, torturing longing for that which alone can fil] 
the void and give us happiness. That one thing is God: and the 
damned soul by its own will and act has cut itself off from God for 
ever, has fixed itself in deadly hatred of Him whose love alone 
could give it peace and rest. 

Have you ever known a man whose whole existence has been 
embittered and soured by some great disappointment? One, for 
instance, who has worked and toiled for years for an object which, 
just as it seemed within reach, has eluded his grasp; or one who, 
by a sudden accident, has been bereft of the loved one in whom his 
whole soul was wrapt up, and to whom he was about to be united? 
These things are but faint pictures of the eternal torturing dis- 
appointment of the soul that has lost God for ever. Again, we 
may attain to some idea of the sufferings of those who are under 
God’s anger, by comparing their lot with that of the blessed. Of 
these it is written that “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man, what things God hath prepared for 
them that love Him” (1 Cor. ii, 9). And, brethren, eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man, what 
God’s everlasting anger has prepared for those that hate Him. 
Contemplate, as far as the human mind enlightened by faith can 
contemplate, the love, the joy, the serene peace, the rapture, the 
pleasure, the blessedness with which the sight and love of God, the 
possession of God for all eternity overwhelm the saved in heaven, 
and then remember that, these things being the effect of God’s love, 
the extreme opposite of all this must be the effect of separation 
from Him and His love. 

For love, a raging, impotent, blasphemous hatred; for joy, an 
extremity of keen, poignant misery; for peace, eternal, restless, 
unsatisfied longing, and every kind of harassing, never-slacking 
torment from self, from the devils, from the unextinguishable fires 
in which the unhappy damned are plunged and held; for rapture, 
an everlasting, unavailing self-reproach; for pleasure, a multiplied 
misery of unendurable pain, of utter loathing and detestation of 
self, of the other lost souls, of the terrible and terrifying demons of 
existence, of all its conditions and surroundings ; for blessedness, the 
heavy curse and chastising anger of God upon the soul; for the 
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constant stream of sweet unspeakable consolation which God’s 
love showers upon the blessed, the blasting tempest of most just and 
most terrific afflictive punishment with which His righteous anger 
pursues the lost and visits them with vengeance for their insults 
and rebellion for all eternity. “Eternity!” There is the most awful 
thought of all. When this world has passed away, when Judgment 
has come, and millions of ages as we count time have rolled away— 
has hell gone one step towards an end? Not one! No remission, 
no pardon, no hope, everlasting despair and useless remorse. 

Brethren, I will not dwell further than I have already upon the 
physical torments of the damned. I will say this only, that there 
is nothing in Holy Scripture, nor in the authorized teaching of the 
Catholic Church, that will justify us in interpreting our Blessed 
Lord’s words about hell fire in any but their plain literal meaning. 
Ah, my brethren, when we grasp the awful significance of the 
teachings of Christ, of His Apostles, of the holy Catholic Church 
on this awful subject; when we contemplate the dreadful picture 
of that prison of eternal woe and torment which they disclose, how 
utterly foolish, how madly rash we see it is to pass through life 
with anything but the most serious care and earnest striving for the 
salvation of our immortal souls by the humble service and love of 
God! 

Amid all these dreadful thoughts there is a great consolation. 
No one need be lost; no one will be lost except through his own 
wilful, conscious fault. The greatest sins and crimes, any number 
of sins and crimes will be forgiven upon repentance. If our hearts 
are pierced with fear at the thought of hell, let us thank God for 
that saving fear, and let us fly into the arms of His fatherly mercy 
and love, which are as infinite as His justice. While breath is in 
us He will not reject us unless we reject Him; and the humble 
prayer for pardon and mercy will never go unheard. 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
THE USE AND ABUSE OF GRACE 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM P. BARR, C.M. 


“Knowing the season that it is now the hour for us to rise from sleep,” 
—Rom. xiii, II. 


SYNOPSIS.—We have reason to expect that God will bestow grace more 
abundantly during the holy season of Advent. Therefore should we 
prepare our souls to receive it with profit. 

I. Necessity of grace. We cannot advance one step towards the at- 
tainment of our eternal happiness without the assistance of grace. This 
is shown both from Holy Scripture and from our own personal experi- 
ence. Hence the folly of abusing grace. 

. We abuse grace because we receive it so freely from God. Never- 
theless the price of grace was the Blood of the Man-God. Hence the 
severity of Jesus in dealing with those who abused grace. 

III. Grace is the raw material of glory. Every grace abused is there- 
fore an opportunity lost. Moreover God punishes the abuse of grace by 
its withdrawal. This should move us at all times to correspond with 
grace, but especially during this holy season. 


My Brethren :—God at all times dispenses grace with a generous 


hand. Daily and hourly the Holy Spirit operates in our souls: 
enlightening our minds, inflaming our hearts, moving our will with 
generous impulses to “approve the better things.” Thus may the 
Christian soul be said to abide in an atmosphere of grace. Never- 
_theless there are seasons wherein the “Giver of all good gifts” dis- 
plays more than ordinary liberality; and our holy Mother Church, 
ever solicitous for the spiritual welfare of her children, calls upon 
us at such times to prepare our souls to receive with profit these 
heavenly visitations. 

Now if this be true—and we can scarcely doubt it—is it un- 
reasonable to suppose that God’s bounty will shine forth in a very 
special manner at this season when Christians throughout the world 
are preparing to celebrate the birthday of His only Son, Jesus 
Christ? And as the Church has instituted vigils to be kept before 
certain of her greater festivals, so in like manner has she set apart 
a longer period of preparation before this great feast, in order that 
“the Lord when He comes may find us watching.” 

The world, too, now betrays signs of feverish expectation. But 
alas! how far removed are its sentiments from those that should 
animate the fervent Christian? They cry, “Peace, peace, and there 
is no peace,” for it is only too true that the children of men have 
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turned this season of God’s mercy into an occasion of offending 
Him more freely. That ours may be “the peace of God that sur- 
passeth all understanding,” let us hearken to the voice of the 
Apostle admonishing us “that it is now the hour for us to arise 
from sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first be- 
lieved.” 

Behold then, my brethren, the true significance of the holy season 
of Advent! It is a season of spiritual opportunities. But at the 
same time let us not forget that for every grace received, God will 
demand an equal return. From him who has received five talents 
He will demand five; from him who has received two, He will de- 
mand two; but the idle servant who fails to put his talent out at 
interest will receive from the Just Judge the sentence of condemna- 
tion. Let us, therefore, turn our minds to the serious consideration 
of this subject, important at all times but especially important at 
the present—correspondence with the grace of God. 

If you turn to the Inspired Writings, my dear brethren, I venture 
to assert that you will find no truth more frequently or more 
forcibly inculcated than man’s utter dependence on Divine help 
in the order of nature as well as in the order of grace. This note 
runs through the Psalms like a burden; it recurs again and again in 
the warnings of the prophets; it stands out prominently in the 
history of God’s chosen people. How eloquently, for example, does 
holy David plead his insufficiency: “Be Thou my helper, forsake 
me not; do not Thou despise me, O God my Saviour” (Ps. xxvi, 
g). Or again: “Who shall rise up for me against the evil doers? 
er who shall stand with me against the workers of iniquity? Un- 
less the Lord had been my helper my soul had almost dwelt in hell. 
If I said: my foot is moved, Thy mercy, O Lord, assisted me” 
(Ps. xciii, 16, 18). 

In the New Testament our dependence on God is even more 
clearly emphasized. That we believe in Christ is not solely the 
effect of our good will, but is due chiefly to the efficacy of grace: 
“No man can come to Me,” says our blessed Saviour, “unless the 
Father who sent Me draw him” (John vi, 44). He commends 
- Peter’s splendid confession but takes care to admonish him that 

“flesh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but My Father who is 
in heaven” (Matt. xvi, 17). Nor does our dependence cease even 
after we have found Him by faith. “Abide in Me and I in you, as 
the branch can not bear fruit unless it abide in the vine, so neither 
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can you unless you abide in me” (John xv, 4). And mark: it is 
not a question simply of degree; cut off from this Divine source, 
our impotence is complete: “Without Me you can do nothing.” 

St. Paul was instant in preaching this same truth, and we find 
him in season and out of season reminding his disciples “that we 
are not sufficient to think anything of ourselves as of ourselves; but 
our sufficiency is from God” (2 Cor. iii, 5). “For who dis- 
tinguisheth thee? Or what hast thou that thou hast not received? 
And if thou hast received, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst 
not received it?” (1 Cor. iv, 7). Thus he argues whether in 
writing to the Jews who trusted “in the works of the Law,” or to 
the Gentiles who extolled natural reason. He employs figures to 
illustrate this truth that are both bold and striking. To the 
Ephesians he writes: “And you were dead in your offenses and 
sins, wherein in times past you walked according to the course of 
this world, but God even when we were dead in sins hath quick- 
ened us together in Christ, by whose grace you are saved” (Eph. 
i, I, 5). This is, indeed, forcible. But the Apostle goes further 
still. The corpse, though destitute of life and incapable of exerting 
any vital activity, yet possesses being. But man is simply as if he 
were not, in the supernatural order, until grace enters in creating 
him. “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus” 
(Eph. ii, 10). 

Such, my brethren, is the teaching of Holy Scripture concerning 


- our spiritual helplessness. If we accept this truth—and as Catholics 


we are not permitted to doubt it—the conclusion is forced upon us 
that by the abuse of grace we inflict upon our souls an injury in- 
comparably greater than any mere physical evil that might befall 
us; for we thus shut off the one source of spiritual strength that 
makes salvation possible. 

But even though the inspired writers were not so explicit on this 
point, would daily experience suffer us to doubt it? Who is the 
man that has not experienced that struggle of the passions against 
reason which renders the pursuit of virtue so difficult, and makes 
our life on earth a veritable warfare? St. Paul felt it keenly and 
describes it vividly in his epistle to the Romans. “TI find then a 
law,” he writes, “that when I have a will to do good, evil is present 
with me. For I am delighted with the law of God according to 
the inward man: but I see another law in my members, fighting 
against the law of my mind and captivating me in the law of sin 
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that is in my members. Unhappy man that I am, who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death? The grace of God by Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom. vii, 21, 25). If then the Apostle, “who chas- 
tised his body and brought it into subjection,” felt himself unequal 
to the struggle unless assisted by Divine grace, are we not guilty 
of unpardonable rashness if we presume to fight single-handed? 
A keen appreciation of this important truth forms the basis of the 
spiritual life. 

But unfortunately, there seems to exist in human nature a deep- 
rooted instinct leading us to undervalue whatever is obtained with- 
out difficulty. The child who falls heir to a great fortune not 
unfrequently squanders it without any thought of the long years of 
labor and anxiety spent in massing it. Similarly Catholics who 
enter into the economy of grace, as if by natural inheritance, only 
too often resemble spendthrift heirs. Nevertheless, faith teaches 
us that the price of grace was nothing less than the suffering and 
death of the Man-God. We shudder to think of the deicide Jews 
trampling under their feet the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ; 
yet, we are ourselves guilty of a crime not unlike theirs as often 
as we abuse grace. 

Viewing the subject in this light we can readily understand the 
apparent severity of Jesus Christ towards the Jews. His character 
as set forth by the Evangelists was ordinarily marked by ineffable 
meekness and forbearance. Towards every form of human in- 
firmity He exhibited compassion. Nay, though Sanctity Incarnate 
and therefore essentially opposed to sin, He nevertheless exercised 
the utmost condescension in dealing with sinners. Witness His 
conduct towards the woman taken in adultery. Her relentless 
accusers would have meted out to her the full penalty of the law; 
but our Saviour having put them to confusion uttered those words 
that have filled countless breasts with hope and consolation: 
‘Woman, hath no man condemned thee? Then neither will I con- 
demn thee. Go and sin no more.” 

A like condescension He displayed towards the simple and ig- 
norant. Indeed it was this very quality that attracted towards Him 
those multitudes that followed Him even into the desert. Humanly 
speaking, how sorely He must have been tried by the dulness and 
want of comprehension on the part of His disciples; yet never does 
one impatient word escape His sacred Lips. 

Finally, behold how He practised that form of meekness so diffi- 
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Him in the midst of the surging throng, expounding His heavenly 
Message, dissipating the doubts of the sincere; confounding His 
crafty enemies who were ever seeking to entrap Him in His speech. 
The children press about Him attracted by an invisible power ; they 
cling to His garments; they climb upon His Knees. The Apostles 
who were but men, acting as men would under such circumstances, 
began to thrust them back. But the Master speaks: “Suffer the 
little children to come unto me and forbid them not; for of such 
is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

Now turn from this picture and behold His conduct towards 
those who neglected the divine calls. To fall under the censure 
of such a one, even setting aside His Divine Character, is surely to 
deserve it. That sin must indeed be grievous which calls forth 
words of righteous anger from meekness itself! ‘Woe to thee, 
O Corozain! Woe to thee, Bethsaida! For if in Tyre and Sidon 
had been wrought the wonders that have been wrought in thee, 
long ago would they have done penance in sack-cloth and ashes.” 
And was it not the abuse of grace that moved Him to apply to the 
Scribes and Pharisees that epithet which is the epitome of all base- 
ness: “Ye hypocrites!” They were well versed in the Law; they 
had studied the prophets; they were familiar with the Psalms; 
therefore should they have recognized Him as the Christ. 

That they did not was due to blindness of intellect and hardness 
of heart—the terrible effects of grace repeatedly abused. “Jeru- 
salem! Jerusalem! thou that killest the prophets and stonest them 
that are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered together 
thy children, as the hen doth gather her chickens under her wing 
and thou wouldst not” (Matt. xxiii, 37). 

Ah, my brethren, have you never abused God’s grace? Have 
you never refused to hearken to the Divine calls? Have you never 
shut your eyes and steeled your hearts against God’s heavenly in- 
spirations? Beware lest you force Jesus to weep over your souls 
as He did over the Holy City: “And seeing the city, He wept over 
it, saying: If thou hadst also known and that in this thy day the 
things that are for thy peace; but now they are hidden from thy 
eyes. For the days shall come upon thee; and thy enemies shall 
compass thee round and straiten thee on every side, because thou 
hast not known the time of thy visitation” (Luke xix, 41-44). Oh! 
do not presume on God’s mercy because you are of the true faith. 
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This was the fatal mistake of the Jews—they forgot that “from 
the stones God can raise up children to Abraham.” As Catholics 
you indeed receive greater graces; but as Catholics too will you be 
judged. 

My brethren, every grace abused is an opportunity lost. For 
grace is the raw material of glory and the degree of happiness we 
shall attain in the next life will be exactly proportioned to the use 
we have made of grace in this. The miser thinks no sacrifice too 
great if it will only add to his golden treasure. But what is gold— 
even if it were heaped mountains high—to one degree of bliss in 
the kingdom of our Father? This is indeed the pearl of great 
price; in order to obtain which we should be ready to sacrifice all 
else. But alas! “the children of this world are wiser in their genera- 
tion than the children of light.” For the pleasure of a moment 
we sacrifice that which all the riches in the world can not buy. 

Nor is this the only evil consequence that flows from the abuse 
of grace. Experience proves that God ordinarily punishes the 
neglect of Divine calls by a withdrawal of His supernatural help. 
True, we hope that as long as life lasts, He will not deny us suffi- 
cient grace. But such is the force of passion, such the allurement 
of the world, such is the awful power of the demon, that unless we 
have more than sufficient grace, we can not be saved. 

Let us bear in mind that the graces we receive form a sort of 
economy; each bearing a certain relation to the one that preceded 
and to the one that follows. They may be compared to the links 
of a chain. Now it is certain that in the series of graces that God 
mercifully bestows upon us there is some one on which our salva- 
tion depends—a grace which, if rightly used, will lead us on and 
on until God crowns our life with the grace of final perseverance ; 
but which, if abused, forms the first step in that downward course 
that leads to mortal sin and eternal perdition. 

You know not, my brethren, whether in the order of Divine 
Providence, such a grace may come to you during this holy season. 
Hearken then to the warning of the Apostle: “Cast off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light. Walk honestly as in 
the day,” that your souls may be prepared to receive with profit 
those graces that God will presently bestow. 
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FUNERAL SERMON 


DELIVERED AT THE BuRIAL OF Rev. T. DUNN, oF THOMPSONVILLE, 
Conn. 


BY THE REV. EDWARD A. FLANNERY, HAZARDVILLE 


“We know that to them that love God, all things work together unto good, 
to such as according to His purpose are called to be saints.”—Romans viii, 28. 


In times of personal bereavement belief in the providence of God 
is most difficult. That there is an all-wise Father in the heavens 
planning the destinies of his earthly children is a doctrine easy of 
acceptance when His designs do not conflict with what one would 
map out as his own special preferences. Even when tidings of 
catastrophes that spread havoc over extensive areas come, we 
have little trouble in reconciling the sad event with some provi- 
dential intent, if no one close to us be involved in the calamity. 
With very quick acquiescence we are willing to admit that distant 
historical happenings have undoubtedly been arranged for heavenly 
purposes, and our faith in the kindness of the Almighty remains 
unaffected by these remote and impersonal events. But when the 
inexorable decree strikes close to our own doorstone, the test is put 
upon our faith. When one is summoned to depart, whose existence 
has been so intimately woven with our life that separation means 
such affliction as almost to be unendurable; or when an affection 
closer than that which binds a mother to child is ended by the call 
of unpitying fate, the steel is driven home to the soul leaving an 
aperture for doubts and question to enter. Scriptural texts and 
historical references are powerless to balm the sorrow, and in the 
desolation of grief one is tempted to demand some intimate, per- 
sonal proof that the God who bereaves is not moved by ruthless 
disregard for the feelings of His creatures. 

So in the great affliction which has been visited upon this parish, 
it is natural to imagine that rebellious doubts have attempted to 
find shelter in some grief-stricken hearts. That one, whose presence 
seemed indispensable, and whose activity lent the spur to spiritual 
progress to so many in this neighborhood, has been rapt from the 
vision of those who looked so eagerly for his coming is one of the 
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crushing truths that only stalwart faith can faintly see the Divine 
design behind. It convinces little to argue that no man is so neces- 
sary to the work of the Master that his help can not be dispensed 
with; it is bootless to suggest that his labor having ended a faithful 
servant has been called to receive his reward. In the selfish con- 
centration of our own spiritual dependence many of us can not com- 
prehend why one whose interest in our soul-welfare almost involved 
our eternal safety should have been taken to leave us in our pitiable 
poverty. When grief has had occasion to dry its eyes, the kindness 
of the Almighty, even in this mysterious deprivation, will be mani- 
fested whether we gaze from our own angle or regard the act of 
Providence in relation to the one who has now been summoned 
home. But until that grief has been afforded this opportunity of 
assuagement, it would be useless for me to attempt to console you 
and reconcile you to the loss you have sustained. 

You will pardon me, therefore, if the life of the beloved priest 
whom you have lost serves me as a text to confirm your faith in 
that Providence against which your sorrow now is tempted to lodge 
its accusations. For me the career of the saintly priest who lies 
yonder in that casket is proof as indisputable as Scriptural revela- 
tion of the constant care which a merciful Father expends in 
shaping the lives of even his most inconspicuous creatures, so that 
all things may work for good to those that love Him. The fallacy 
which removes the direct action of God in human affairs to days 
when Scripture characters walked the earth, needs the correction 
which the life of this priest supplies. It is because the evidence of 
heavenly guidance is so plain in everyday experience that we lose 
sight of the fact that still the prophets are being sent to call us 
from wayward paths to the knowledge and service of the Lord. 

The preparation of the prophets for the right discharge of the 
duties of their office, now as formerly, dates from the tender years. 
The Samuels of the present age, who hear the call summoning them 
to the service of the temple, begin in early youth the training that 
will fit them suitably to wait upon the Lord. So this neophyte, who 
through interior illumination and the encouragement of pious 
parents felt the inclination to devote his life to God’s work, at the 
dawn of manhood set forth upon the path whose terminus was the 
altar. The period of preparation varies little and the process of 
moulding is essentially the same for all who aspire to the priesthood. 
There are the college days that furnish the necessary classical equip- 
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ment and the seminary course where the spiritual armory is stocked 
with the heavenly weapons by which souls are to be protected. But 
though unvarying in general outline, it happens betimes that even 
in the early days of preparation there will be manifested some eyi- 
dence of particular adaptability that will foreshadow the special 
labor for which heaven is fitting an individual student. 

So in the case of the young man who had left his home in Cham- 
bry to seek admittance to the seminary in Montreal, it became soon 
apparent that design out of the ordinary marked him for uncommon 
responsibilities. The advantages that his family condition had per- 
mitted him to enjoy, and the linguistic talent that gave promise of 
exceptional powers of preaching, singled him out as a most valuable 
acquisition for the diocese where he would labor. The pentecostal 
gift of tongues was rarer at the time he was ordained than now. 
Thirty years back the national problems that confronted the rulers 
of the Church were more perplexing, though it might seem that 
simpler conditions existed than to-day when the countries have 
sent their representatives to our shores. But then when only two, 
or at most three diverse nationalities clamored for spiritual atten- 
tion, it was not always easy to supply the demand, especially where 
mixed congregations gathered for worship in the same church be- 
cause no division was sufficiently numerous to be set off as a distinct 
parochial unit. When the anointing oil was scarcely dried upon the 
brow of that young priest, whom Archbishop Fabre sent forth on 
his mission of salvation, the bishop of the Hartford See, to whom 
he owed spiritual allegiance, took advantage of the great gift 
heaven had bestowed. He assigned the youthful cleric to the 
arduous task of administering to the needs of the polyglot parishes 
which in turn he so profitably tended. This was the stage of his 
career when he might have applied to himself the words of Paul: 
“In labor and painfulness, in much watchings, besides those things 
from without, my daily instance, my solicitude for all the churches.” 
It was the external phase of his trial which was to toughen the fibre 
that later would be woven into the strand which would hold him 
steadfast when even sterner tests were to be applied. How well 
he carried his burden, and how peacefully he wended his way in 
paths often. tortuous, we have testimony in the grateful niche in 
which his memory is enshrined by the people of all those early 
charges. 

But his zeal for souls and his tact in the treatment of situations 
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that bristled with difficulties could not escape long the observation 
of his ecclesiastical leaders. To remove all false impression which 
may exist and to offset any ill-understood reasons that do injustice 
to the memory of the saintly man who lies in that coffin, you will 
bear with me if a seeming digression leads me to discuss what may 
sound foreign to this occasion. In founding His Church, which was 
to continue His mission, He descended from heaven to inaugurate, 
the Master planted solid the base upon which the later structure was 
to be raised. In essentials He defined what the character of this 
agency of redemption was to be. But as the work of salvation was 
to reach out into the distant future, as new needs were to arise as 
civilization advanced, and as the requirements of the nations to 
which the Gospel must be carried demanded a certain flexibility in 
the accidental composition of the institution we call the Church, 
diversity of polity and modification of control must be expected 
from age to age according to national and local conditions. The 
ark of redemption must be constructed to ride the waves as the 
rains beat upon the earth; but when the waters subside it may rest 
upon the dry land and serve as a refuge for those whom it saved 
from destruction. 

So in our country it is seen that the Church has adopted a system 
of control that formerly was unknown. So far as diocesan manage- 
ment, which alone concerns us now, need be touched, the bishops 
assign their clergy to a probationary period where as helpers to 
older and more experienced priests the juniors may be made ready 
to assume pastoral cares when the time arrives for their selection. 
The superiors must act, given such custom, according to broad and 
general lines, taking it for granted that the probationary period will 
undoubtedly equip any priest with the essential pastoral qualifica- 
tions. Whether it be the miraculous guidance of a higher power, 
or the charity and kindness of people whom they serve, the rule of 
procedure invariably proves practical and wise. But as with all 
human instruments upon which heaven must depend in this work 
of regeneration, it may happen in the rarest of rare cases, that an 
exception is discovered to the easy conduct of a local, church policy. 
St. Francis of Assisi, whose gentle sanctity and impassioned love 
of poverty lay such a lure on the imagination of even those who 
have little sympathy with the doctrines he preached, might find him- 
self an inadaptable figure to the present calls made upon the laborers 
in the American vineyard of the Master. “And God indeed hath 
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set some in the church: Apostles, prophets, doctors, helps, govern- 
ments” (1 Cor. xii, 28). All are not Apostles, insists Paul, and all 
are not proficient in government. The Sacrament of Orders was 
not instituted by the Lord with the promise that annexed thereto 
would come the qualifications to discharge duties only very re- 
motely connected with ministerial functions. Some men are handi- 
capped by their very virtues, others by temperament, many by a 
natural sensitiveness, from confronting the difficult situations which 
must be faced in this age by the pastor of souls. 

So was it with that kindly gentle priest whom the bishop sought 
to reward. Against his protest he was persuaded to accept the 
pastoral office. We who have learned to know him in the years that 
he has spent among us can well picture the tortures inflicted upon 
that sensitive soul when he was compelled to meet what we may 
be pardoned for calling the sordid side of the parochial office. The 
necessity of financial appeal, the insistence upon a strict observance 
of rigorous regulations, the possibility of misunderstanding with 
those for whom his heart was reaching out with that abundance of 
affection that he has spent so lavishly here, it was not to be en- 
dured. The flame within the vase burned with unquenchable love, 
but the brittle encasement was endangered by the daily shocks re- 
ceived. So he begged, once and again, to be spared; while the 
bishop shrank from listening to the appeal of the humble priest 
because he feared future misinterpretations. At last, however, he 
yielded and Father Dunn was relieved of the burdens God never 
fitted him to bear. 

For most men that would have ended the story. The trials from 
without must have appeared trivial enough before this crushing, 
inner experience. To seem a failure in the life work one has 
chosen is to taste the dregs in the cup of bitterness. Others would 
have fled for refuge to some cloister where the scenes suggestive 
of the sad days would be banished. But the nobility of his saintly 
character shone with added lustre under the stress of this heart- 
rending experience. He refused to be a shirker in the field while 
the harvest was whitening and needed sadly numerous reapers. By 
direction of what must have been some divine impulse his bishop 
thought of you and your manifold needs; so heaven in its kindness 
selected this portion of the vineyard to be the scene of his last 
labors. 

The steps in the providential leading over rough ways and smooth 








QO =F @ = 


moe & pw 


(6.40 on Te en ee ee es i a i fen) 

















OCCASIONAL SERMONS 67 


may now be indicated as they must be evident even to the most 
castial observation. Consider the nature of the duties with which 
he was greeted in his new assignment and one may without much 
call upon imagination picture how ideal was his training to meet 
the responsibilities of the position. Just previous to his coming, 
adversity had abided in this neighborhood, and many of you are in 
a condition to recall the tribulations of the lean and unpropitious 
years. So the flock to whom the newcomer must minister needed 
the tolerant, sympathetic understanding of one who himself was 
not unacquainted with sorrow. Then the quick transformation 
from troubled to prosperous times introduced that national com- 
plexity to which he was no stranger. The construction of this 
glorious house of God, its completion and adornment, rendered 
possible by the temporal blessings showered upon the worshipers, 
drew upon the energy of that other tireless laborer whom the Lord 
chose for the task, until he could say without any reservation, “The 
zeal of the house of the Lord has consumed me.” That pastor, 
whose splendid monument this edifice shall enduringly remain, 
needed the cooperation and sympathy of one who must in special 
manner have made ready for abundant labors, multiplied by the 
transitional character of the parish life consequent upon develop; 
ment and change. God sent him such a helper, one out of the 
millions, for in Divine generosity heaven favored you richly in 
giving you Father Dunn. 

Twelve years he has served you with fidelity unequalled. It 
would be an affront to the affection that binds you to him did I 
attempt to measure with adequate praise his labors in your behalf. 
No stranger can match word with deed, nor would I pretend to 
paint his virtues in fitting hue when so many would rise in their 
places and beg me to desist from the feeble effort. But my brothers 
in the clergy must permit me to say that this representative of the 
Master brought to his sacerdotal labors not merely the traditional 
zeal, the ordinary zest, the energy hampered by human limitations, 
but like a miracle stalking forth from the pages of Scripture his 
spiritual activities were superhuman in nature, and in effect beyond 
the reckoning of earthly standards. 

The keynote of -his lovable character was untainted simplicity. 
His pity for the destitute, his love of little children, his patience 
towards the erring, his solicitude for the ailing and his sympathy 
with the elderly, were but the expression of his deepseated affection 
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for unspoiled beauty, lying behind innocence, weakness and sorrow, 
beauty veiled to our grosser vision but revealed to that singleminded- 
ness which permitted him to gaze into the very heart of the universe, 


It was natural, therefore, for him to understand simple folks; 
those who have remained unspoiled, those who have cast aside 
illusions, and those who on the brink of the grave have returned to 
the clear and exact perception of things. His love of the little 
children is a proverb in this locality. Those who knew no guile 
recognized at a single glance his kindred spirit. It has been often 
said that his affection for the little ones knew no distinction of race 
or creed. Were it otherwise, there would have sounded a false note 
surely in his simple nature. To him all the children showed the 
transparent soul into the depths of which he gazed to decry the 
untarnished beauty of those innocent spirits. As his soul was irre- 
sistibly drawn towards them, the magnetism of his admiration left 
them powerless not to accept his friendly advance. That he 
showered gifts upon them was the prompting of spontaneous 
generosity, without any ulterior motive, either to win their allegi- 
ance or to secure their gratitude. As the Master gathered the little 
ones about him while He preached to their elders, never intending, 
undoubtedly, that His words would work any effect in those tiny 
souls so ill-equipped to understand, so this priest held his little com- 
pany at his side in the sheer desire to make them the recipients of 
his affection. 


The hours he devoted to the training of the children of his church, 
if added together, would span an ordinary lifetime. That branch 
of his office he loved with consuming passion, I might say he guarded 
with a sort of spiritual jealousy, as if impatient of interference. 
He knew the souls of his tiny flock so intimately that he resented 
any intrusion which, understanding them less sympathetically, might 
not bring out their full receptivity and so restrict the workings of 
Divine grace. He wore himself out preparing the children for the 
Sacraments, and when others would have begged for relief he in- 
sisted upon being allowed to do that work alone. 


As he understood child nature, so he had a marvelous compre- 
hension, allied with the quickest sympathy, for the erring and the 
wayward. Here he saw the soul of good in things evil, and the 
penetration which permitted him to recognize how fundamentally 
noble may be the lowest sinner in the world, brought to him in 
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throngs those who had tasted disappointment in the cup of forbid- 
den joy. 

It was the sick, particularly the elderly, that received from him 
such consolation and service that no man will ever take his place, no 
matter how zealous he may be, in the regards of the afflicted of this 
parish. How he found the time to attend all whom he daily visited, 
and how with all other duties, he could seemingly multiply his 
presence so as to be miraculously engaged in several labors at once 
was the mystification of those who met him on his rounds. Night 
and day he was encountered in the sick chamber, and as death drew 
near to claim those whom he was fortifying with spiritual vigor, he 
stole hours that should have been given to rest and passed them 
near their bedsides so that courage might be lent through his 
presence. 

You have visible evidence here to-day of what he accomplished 
with men of the parish. As their mentor he never neglected an 
occasion to bind them tightly to their religious duty. With the 
temperance society he. was insistent that the younger men should 
avoid one pitfall and his Father Matthew boys have reason to know 
to whom their flourishing condition must be attributed. For the 
Holy Name organization he was an indefatigable advocate with the 
male members of the flock, and with the other priests of the parish 
he gloried in the enviable reputation which that society enjoys 
throughout the diocese. 

If any impression has been created that his interest was so exclu- 
sively confined to the welfare of any single class of believers, let 
me correct that false notion at once. Never a truer citizen of any 
community, nor a more loyal, patriotic son of any state breathed 
than this quiet, unobtrusive figure to whom whatever was of human 
helpfulness was a most intimate concern. Like his charity, his 
sympathy with all men was part of his character and, being so 
natural, it was never on display. 

He loved the innocent joys of life as they must have seemed to 
him evidences of the kindness of the Creator whom he adored. The 
out-doors, his little garden, flowers, harmless humor and the society 
of his fellow priests, these were the sources of his rare moments 
of relaxation and when, on occasions, a vacation of short duration 
was taken, he buried himself in the woods that in friendly com- 
munion with the silent places he might refresh his spirit and with 
renewed energy again take up his onerous duties. 
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The influence of this priest on the neighborhood where he has 
lived I must touch but lightly, since you who revered him, inde- 
pendent of what name you bear, are better fitted to instruct me 
than gain information from my restricted knowledge. But to those 
who have come from without you will permit me to say that the 
most eloquent tribute to the esteem in which this man was held by 
every individual in the community was afforded by the daily peti- 
tions that went up from every church and from every household, 
no matter what form of belief or unbelief obtained, for his restora- 
tion to health. Not alone the little children, from whom it might 
have been expected, but grown men and women with tears coursing 
down the cheek asked constantly to be kept informed of any im- 
provement that might be noticed. Without any desire to draw 
invidious comparison, it may be said that the passing of no other 
member of his community has left so many voids in aching hearts 
as the departure to his eternal bourne of dear Father Dunn. 

The lesson of his life, beyond the evidence it offers to God's 
guidance of human affairs, is the wonderful manifestation of power 
still inherent in spiritual forces, despite the insistence which would 
have us believe that this is a stiff-necked and unregenerated age. 
Here is this priest stripped of all that worldly avarice ambitions; 
no commanding form graced with the physical habiliments that win 
attraction; a scorner of wealth and a prodigal with money; no 
seeker of high honor or distinguishing preferments; loving to be 
found with the humble and the little ones of the earth; one who 
knew sorrow and had tasted the bitterness of apparent rejection; 
thus panoplied with such seeming weakness he lays siege to the 
heart and soul of his fellow men and descends into his grave a 
conqueror. It is the triumph of the failure of the Cross and the 
revelation of the power of the Almighty who uses the weak things 
of the world to confound the strong. 





CONFERENCES FOR MARRIED WOMEN 


(CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN MOTHERS) 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


I. INTRODUCTION 


It is related that Emperor Napoleon was asked one day what he 
considered the greatest need of France, and without hesitating a 
moment he replied: “Christian mothers.” Indeed, the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of every land depends upon its mothers. If they 
are God fearing, pure and pious, living up to their sacred duties, 
their children will one day rise and call them blessed; if, however, 
they are lovers of ease and pleasure, frivolous followers of fashion 
and style, and slaves of crime in the sight of God, a feeble and 
scant posterity will rise up to curse and condemn them. 

The importance of good motherhood is seen nowhere better than 
in this country. Sections of our country that only fifty years ago 
were considered strongholds of Protestantism with but few scattered 
Catholic settlers, have now swung around, giving the Catholic part 
of the population a very fair representation in the business, social 
and political life of the community, because, while Protestantism 
shirked the duties of motherhood, the Catholic Church has fear- 
lessly defended the right of the unborn child. As a result Catholic 
parents brought forth many children, while the non-Catholic families 
decreased in numbers. Such are the dealings of God. He punishes 
a people by making them feel and see the consequences of their 
crimes. God punishes some families and some people with extinction 
because they have sinned against the purpose and aim of matrimony. 
About two generations ago the Irish and the Germans were the 
most despised people in this country; but thanks to their religious 
training they lived up to their duties and brought forth large 
families. 

The Poles and the Slavs from eastern Europe are now at the 
lowest rung of our social ladder; but when the one-child family 
will be long forgotten, the children of these despised people will 
own the homes and farms and businesses of the people who died 
without heirs. 

In some of our states we have what is called a “Mothers’ Day.” 
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The governors of the various states appoint a certain Sunday of 
the year as “Mothers’ Day” and issue proclamations setting forth 
the good that mothers accomplish. Well-meant though the tribute 
may be, it fails to hit the mark because a passing display of senti- 
ment and a little glittering rhetoric can not take the place of religion, 
So it happens that this “Mothers’ Day” passes by with a few more 
or less eloquent tributes from popular pulpits and a half column 
of an editorial in the newspapers. The day comes and goes and is 
forgotten. 

Unless we make religion the very root and basis of family life 
we shall never understand the real meaning of motherhood. 

Indeed, does it not appear as though the “Mothers’ Day” celebra- 
tion were a tacit admission of the present lack of true mothers, 
just as Arbor Day calls our attention to the need of trees and 
forests? Not only one country but every country is in urgent 
need of more Christian mothers. The life and perpetuity of our 
country depends upon truly Christian mothers who will not shirk 
the sacred duties of motherhood. 

Whoever heard of the need of a juvenile court thirty years ago? 
Whoever heard of juvenile crimes thirty years ago? There were 
as many boys and girls thirty years ago as there are now. Where 
is the fault? The various slogans, such as eugenics, education, 
public playgrounds, ethics, and the cry for fewer and better children 
may appeal to minds either unable or unwilling to think, but they 
fail when they are brought face to face with results. 

There can be but one remedy, and that is religion. When all 
mothers will be truly religious, child training will take care of itself 
and there will be no further need of juvenile courts because there 
will be no juvenile crime. The further we recede from God the 
worse will be our lot, morally and socially; the more perfectly we 
conform to the most holy Will of God the better will be our lot for 
time and eternity. Hence the absolute necessity of religion for the 
proper bringing up of children, hence the urgent need of Christian 
mothers. 

In the conferences that are to follow, it will be our aim, with the 
help of the sublime ideal of all mothers, the holy Mother of God, 
first to trace the sacred duties of motherhood, from the very first 
stage of life of the child until the child has grown to maturity. This 
subject matter is so sacred, and some of it so delicate in character, 
that you may depend upon it we should never think of discussing 
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it but for the one reason at all times uppermost in the mind of the 
priest—the salvation of souls. Hence I ask you to place yourselves 
under the protection of the holy Mother of God, and to follow these 
instructions in the spirit of charity, and of purity of intention, in 
which they are given. 

In the course of these conferences we shall review the life of 
St. Monica to learn a few wholesome lessons for guidance in our 
family life. Few mothers were tried and found true as was 
St. Monica. The mere mention of her sufferings and her patience, 
of her tears and prayers, can not fail to exert a wonderful influence 
upon our lives. 








CONFERENCES FOR CHILDREN OF MARY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


XXXVII. PREPARATION FOR COMPANY KEEPING 


My dear Children of Mary:—It should, in the first place, be 
understood that company keeping is not to be considered either a 
prank or a pastime. Secondly, remember that in the matter of 
company keeping I take it for granted that the young man and 
the young woman should be nearly of the same age, the young man 
perhaps a few years older, but certainly not younger than the girl. 

When an old bachelor or widower of sixty or more persuades a 
girl of sixteen or eighteen to become his bride, the world does not 
form a complimentary opinion of either. Again, the world laughs 
when an old maid or widow of fifty seeks to marry a boy of 
twenty. : 

Company keeping, or courtship, being the introduction to matri- 
mony, it stands to reason that both parties contemplating married 
life should be fully competent to enter upon the duties of this holy 
state of life. Hence we may speak of a preparation for courtship. 

Always supposing that your parents approve of your choice, of 
what should your preparation to become housewives and mothers 
consist? The answer is that you should practically be able to per- 
form all the work that your own good mother does in your home. 

When your mothers were girls of your age they practically knew 
and did the work they do to-day. As girls of fourteen they could 
cook and bake, sew and mend, scrub and wash, and help their 
mothers intelligently in all household duties. They could sweep, 
dust, and make beds, they knew how to take care of furniture, 
carpets and curtains, to make them look almost like new even 
though they had been in use for years. They could make a room 
look tidy, and keep it that way. 

To-day the daughters of well-to-do parents go to high school or 
college with no other purpose in mind but of killing time. Part of 
what they learn there is very impractical, and the remainder will be 
forgotten soon after graduation day, because they have no thought 
of ever making any practical use of the knowledge they gained in 
these schools. Still, the years of high school or college pass on 
pleasantly. There are class meetings, outings, hops, and so on to 
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furnish a constant variety of pastimes. And so the young lady 
grows up to be eighteen or twenty, without knowing how a scrub- 
brush should be handled, or whether linens should be blued before 
or after boiling. She can not even make an ordinary breakfast, 
much less a substantial dinner. 

During her high school career she has learned to love a very nice 
young man, a fellow student, and her graduation day will be spoiled 
unless she can expect to marry that young man soon after. But, is 
she prepared to take charge of a home of her own? 

Let us take another case. The parents are not wealthy and their 
daughter must go to shop or factory, so that her earnings will help 
to support the family. This young girl goes to work every day, and 
at the end of the week she brings her earnings home to her mother. 
In the morning she dresses, eats, and goes to work. Her mother 
has to make her bed, sweep her room, and wash her clothes. In 
the evening this girl comes home, sits down to eat, and rises from 
the table to dress for receiving visitors. She, too, has found a 
young man, who takes her out to parties, dances and shows. In- 
deed, she may have three or four young men who take her out, 
each one thinking perhaps that he is the only one. Will this girl 
expect to remain in shop or factory all her life? Indeed not. She 
will want to marry, if for no other reason than at least to get out 
of the daily grind of shop work. Is she prepared any better than 
the high school girl for married life and its duties? Neither of 
them are prepared to take upon themselves the responsibilities of 
married life, because neither knows anything about managing a 
home. It is a sad mistake for both of them to look forward to a 
life the responsibilities of which they can not undertake to perform. 

I know of a man who earns a hundred dollars a month and yet 
his wife is unable to make ends meet. The family is always hard 
pressed. When he earned seventy dollars a month they were in 
the same condition, and if he should bring home two hundred a 
month it would be the same thing. The truth of the whole matter 
is simply that the wife does not know anything about household 
affairs. She throws away what could comfortably keep two 
small families. From the time that this girl left school she worked 
ina store. At the age of twenty she left the store and married. 

There are many girls who wish to marry even though they have 
not the remotest idea of what housework means, or how it must be 
done. They have no idea of management, and of economy they do 








76 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


not know the meaning. But marry they will, even if they can not 
make a cup of coffee. 

For her own future welfare a girl should not accept the atten- 
tions of a young man unless she can do the house work as well as 
her mother does it. 

A certain young lady, who had finished her high school course 
at twenty, and had taken a postgraduate course in china painting 
and other such arts, resolved to get married. About eight weeks 
before marriage she asked her mother to give her lessons in 
cooking. But I fear that if it took her fourteen years to pass 
through twelve grades of school, she could not learn very much of 
the science of housekeeping in the short time of two months. She 
reminds me of a young wife who once cried most bitterly as her 
husband came home from work. She met him at the door, telling 
him how she had baked biscuits and how Fido had stolen and eaten 
them. Her husband comforted her, saying, “Never you mind, dear, 
we can get another dog.” <= 

A girl who thinks she is called to the married state should prop- 
erly prepare herself for it. She should know all the details of 
household work. She should be able to do all kinds of housework, 
such as washing, baking, cooking, scrubbing. She should know 
the meaning of economy, should be able to make at least her house- 
dresses. If she knows more of dressmaking so that she can alter, 
repair, or even make her own street dresses, so much the better. 
But at least she should know enough to make her own house-dresses, 
aprons, dresses for her children, and so on. She should know how 
to prepare food, so that neither health nor good humor will suffer 
by eating the food she cooks. She should know how to make use 
of left overs; if she is a good cook she will be able to make them 
so palatable that no one will suspect he is eating remnants of the 
day before. And then there is the matter of neatness. Cleanliness 
and neatness can not be taught in a correspondence school. It 
must be taught right at home. And the training in neatness and 
cleanliness must begin when the child begins to walk. A room may 
not have fine furniture or carpets; but a competent wife will know 
how to arrange that furniture prettily and how to take good care 
of it. That home will have a comfortable air about it. It will look 
cheerful, while the richly furnished room of another house, where 
the wife is not trained in the thorough management of a home, will 
look untidy and uninviting. 
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That a thorough knowledge of household work can not be learned 
in a week or month, not even in a year, goes without saying. 

The training for such an important task as the management of 
a home is started by a prudent mother when her daughter is six 
years of age. A wise mother will know how to combine work with 
play, and the little tot will take the very first and most important 
lessons without realizing the work. As the child grows older and 
stronger, the wise mother will add to the work, without neglecting 
the child’s love for play, so that at the age of ten the little girl has 
become a real help to mother. 

After that the girl should continue in her work of helping mother, 
even though she goes to high school or shop. Her housework will 
seem easier for her from day to day, she grows more experienced 
in it, and is fully able to take charge if mother should be absent or 
incapacitated. 

Although no work is more necessary than housework, the im- 
pression has of late gained ground that housework is a disgrace. 

Girls who must go to work will invariably seek work in a shop 
or factory, while girls who are not obliged to work will consider 
housework a degrading drudgery. Yet they all without exception 
are looking forward to a time when they can establish their own 
home. That the éstablishment of a home implies the ability and 
willingness to do the work ian i to keep up the home, they do 
not begin to understand. 

If there is one idea of these modern times that you must get out 
of your head, it is the one that housework is degrading work. No 
manual labor is degrading. And the work for which woman as 
wife and mother is fitted by an allwise God can never, and should 
never, be considered a disgrace. If it is a disgrace then it was a 
disgrace for your mothers to work for you. 

Do not worry about the complexion of your hands; your mothers 
have hands they would not exhibit in a fashion show as models of 
color and symmetry. As the birds were made to fly and the fish 
to swim, so are we made to work. 

Much though you may hear about the efficiency of physical 
culture to develop the gracefulness of the body, the old-fashioned 
exercise by way of work is far better. 

A broom taken hold of in the proper way and worked vigorously 
will do a great deal more to develop arms, chest and neck than any 
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kind of physical “torture” could accomplish. And in the meantime 
you have helped mother. 

Hence do not make the foolish blunder of thinking that house- 
work is a disgrace. 

And before concluding I will let you into a little secret. A 
sensible young man, who in coming to see you means business, 
would rather see you with a tidy apron helping mother, than in the 
finest dress suit. That apron and your readiness to help mother 
tells him more than you could say in many words. 

A sensible young man does not want a fine doll for his wife, but 
a real common sense girl, one who is not afraid of doing her full 
share of the household work. 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


XXV. THE FAILURE OF SECULAR EDUCATION 


When we consider the present day clamor for education as it is 
dispensed in our public schools, and then consider its poor results, 
we have indeed reason to ask ourselves why all this boasting when 
so little good comes of it. There must evidently be a fault some- 
where, or results would be more encouraging. When a judge of a 
criminal court is constrained to make the sad admission that more 
than eighty per cent of criminals coming before him are young men 
that have scarcely passed their twentieth year, there must be some- 
thing radically wrong with the system of education for which the 
people of our country are so generous in praise and support. 

Our educators—and with this I mean the spokesmen of our public 
school system—have the strange notion of wanting to build up 
character without the help of religion. Indeed, some of the views 
these educators express might well come from those for whom we 
care in homes for the feebleminded. To illustrate, one educator 
advanced the wonderful idea that each class-room should have a 
pianola, or at least a victrola, to furnish classical music for the 
pupils. The tuneful strains of Mozart, Wagner, Beethoven and 
other masters of music are said to exert such a wonderful influence 
for culture and refinement upon the minds of children that they 
will crave for nothing but the good and beautiful. The dis- 
advantages of evil surroundings, bad company, even crime, will 
disappear at once—because these things are not beautiful. 

How strange that God had to give us His ten Commandments 
when He could have made matters so much more agreeable by 
bestowing upon us talking machines or self-playing pianos! 

Other educators are equally positive that our public school system 
will remain ineffective until the children will be given proper public 
playgrounds. The child, it is alleged, learns mostly by means of 
games. Owing to the absence of available land around public 
schools there is not enough space to give the child ample opportunity 
for games. Hence they seek their play elsewhere, on streets, where 
they are exposed to the dangers of traffic, or in alleys, where other 
dangers lurk—bad company and germs of all kinds. Hence the 
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argument in favor of public playgrounds where, under proper 
supervision and with a complete outfit for all suitable sports, the 
child can be taught to play its games. Then the welfare of future 
men and women is assured! Where the appeals of classical music 
might be wanting, the idea of popular games will strike a responsive 
chord in the hearts of all children. First of all, they love games, 
and, secondly, the teachers who will supervise their play will teach 
them in their games honesty, self-reliance, perseverance, strength 
of mind, and so forth, the very virtues that will help to mould their 
character and make them the men and women they should be. 

It may be up-to-date to teach morality by means of a game of 
marbles; yet it is extremely doubtful whether the means are power- 
ful enough to correspond with the object the educators have in 
view. 

At no time did God tell the prophets of old to teach the people 
the game of tag that they might learn honesty or virtue. 

Other educators again see a great harm in the display of tobacco 
or the proximity of a liquor store, and as a result we have filled 
our statute books with drastic laws. There are laws forbidding the 
sale of tobacco to boys, curfew bell ordinances, etc., etc. And yet 
we might add laws upon laws purporting to benefit the growing 
generation without accomplishing the least good result. That much, 
however, may be considered certain: Where the home influence and 
proper home training are lacking no amount of laws, be they ever 
so drastic, provide a substitute for a real good home training. 
Where parents neglect their duties all laws will be ineffective. The 
scandalous numbers of youthful criminals ought to make that point 
clear. 

For my part, I must admit that I see nothing but fanaticism, even 
hypocrisy, in most of the legislation aimed at the proper bringing 
up of children. Above all, I see in it a tacit admission of modern 
parents that they are incompetent to bring up their children properly. 

When you men were boys was a cigar store ever a source of temp- 
tation to you? When we were boys we could pass a hundred 
tobacco stores without ever being tempted to enter them. Indeed, 
had we ever attempted to go to a store for a package of cigarettes 
we would have come into violent contact with a well seasoned strap, 
or whatever else father had handy, to teach us a solemn lesson. 
There was no need at our time to draft laws for this and that; 
we had parents to look out for us. It was not necessary when we 
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were boys to ring a curfew bell. We knew when it was time to be 
home, and we made it a point to be home by that time. We knew 
what was coming if we should fail to be home when our parents 
told us to be home. There was no curfew law necessary. 

In homes where religion is a thing unknown, and, alas, we have 
many such in our fair land, a proper bringing up of children will 
be an absolute impossibility. 

But then there are other educators who see the only salvation in 
the inculcation of “ethics.” What this word really means they have 
not quite decided; but, at any rate, it is a fine sounding word, and 
that goes far with people who dislike to do their own thinking. 
Any good-sounding phrase will do, if only religion is kept out. 

We know of “ethics” in the medical and legal profession, and we 
might as well have “ethics” doing its share for education! 

It is passing strange that people who claim to know a great deal 
about everything can not understand that religion and morality are 
two things that are inseparable as cause and effect. And yet we 
find educators advancing nonsensical theories and schemes to per- 
fect education without any religion, as though talking machines, 
self-playing pianos, playgrounds, drastic legislation and “ethics” 
could take the place of the true morality that can be built on the 
lasting basis of religion. 

Nor can we say that these educators are ignorant. Their courses 
of study and observation must have taught them valuable lessons. 
If we wish to understand their fallacies we must conclude that there 
is a studied effort on part of these educators to banish all religion 
from the hearts of the growing generation. There is a conspiracy 
to push God out of the world. 

There are two facts that must be obvious: The mere ability to 
read and write and figure can not make the scholar good or virtuous. 
We have at the present time more educated than uneducated 
criminals. The knowledge of right does by no means compel us to 
do right. 

The other fact is that the majority of our criminals are those who 
have had, if not all, at least the greater part of the benefits that 
up-to-date education affords to pupils of our public schools. If, 
then, all these theories of our so-called educators are so ineffective, 
is it not high time to look for other methods, such as will be pro- 
ductive of better results? 

To hide the cloven foot, there are those who demand that the 
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Bible, “the rule of life,’ should be read in public schools. If the 
growing generation will only “read” the Bible, virtue will be tri- 
umphant ! 

But, let me ask, what good will the mere “reading” of the Bible 
do? 

Let us suppose that the Bible could be revised in such a fashion 
that all denominations, from Jews to Christian Scientist, would be 
suited, what would follow? Why, only this: that we can dispense 
with teachers entirely. If mere reading will produce such wonderful 
results, give books to the children and it will not even be necessary 
to erect school buildings. But why do we engage teachers in our 
schools? The teachers have the duty of explaining the books. The 
child will stumble over phrases, the meaning of which must be 
explained before he can form a definite idea. The teacher must 
prescribe certain tasks, must correct mistakes and direct the studies 
of the child. And the child will learn only that which the teacher 
is really able to make clear to his dawning intelligence. 

Can it really be possible that there are people so hopelessly dense 
as to think that the mere reading of even the most sacred book will 
suffice when we have to have competent and experienced teachers 
to explain the simple spelling book to the child? 

Truly the world has become mad when it tries to foist upon us 
a system of education from which God is to be left out. A system 
of education that leaves out God may successfully teach grammar 
and algebra; it will never successfully teach morality. 























A RETREAT FOR WOMEN IN BUSINESS 


BY THE REV. J. A. MCMULLAN, C.SS.R. 
XITI. PERSEVERANCE. 


“I have fought a good fight; I have finished my course; I have kept the 
faith. As to the rest there is laid up for me a crown of Justice which the 
Lord the just Judge will render to me in that day, and not only to me but to 
them also that love His coming.”—2 Tim. iv, 7, 8 


SYNOPSIS.—(1) We should at the end of our Retreat face our future life as 
the Apostles faced theirs when Jesus ascended into heaven. They re- 
turned to Jerusalem with joy founded: (a) On their increased faith. 
Now they believed that Jesus Christ was really God. (b) On ther as- 
sured hope—He had gone to prepare a place for them in heaven. 

(2) What Jesus did for them the Retreat has done in its way for us. 
(a) IT HAS INCREASED OUR FAITH. We have been near to Jesus and our 
resolutions are based not on feelings or passing emotion, but on Faith. 
(b) If HAS STRENGTHENED OUR HOPE. It has been the coming of Jesus. 
We have loved that coming, and have gained the crown. Now all have 
to hold it fast and we should joyfully strive to do so by continuing to 
love the coming of Jesus. 

(1) In Prayer. A warning against Mechanical prayer. 

(2) IN HoLy MASS. It is the continuation of the Sacrifice of Calvary 
for our individual sake. 

(3) IN HOLY COMMUNION. Jesus comes to help us to lead His life, 
to keep our faith and to become true children of our Father in 
heaven. 

To those who have given their spiritual energies bravely and per- 
severingly as you have done, to the work of a Retreat it is almost 
inevitable to feel regret when it is over. The last conference can 
hardly hope to be cheerful. As we thought in the beginning, the 
Retreat has been the coming of Jesus. The exercises, the quiet, 
the seclusion, the visits to the Blessed Sacrament, the Spiritual 
Reading, the Conferences have all helped to bring Him very close 
to us and at times perhaps we have felt Him very near. And now 
all is over. We go back to our dull drab workaday lives once more 
where the bustle, the roar, the racket, the gossip, the papers, the 
business, the amusements of life, all seem to combine to drive Jesus 
far off and leave us once again to ourselves, and to the alternating 
efforts and relapses which perhaps have made up your spiritual 
lives in the past, and have left us so dismally far behind where we 
might have been. 

Such a feeling of sadness, I say, is almost natural, and in so far 
as it is evidence of the fervor of our retreat, is praiseworthy. But 
it will not do at all to indulge it. We must go with confidence to the 
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fight now proposed to us or we shall never secure the victory, 
And this feeling is the very contradiction of confidence. 

When our Lord first told his disciples that He was to leave them 
He had to offer them comfort and consolation, they were so dis- 
heartened. “Because I have spoken these things to you,” He said, 
“sorrow hath filled your heart, but I tell you the truth—it js ex. 
pedient to you that I go” (John xvi, 6). But when the time came 
and He actually left them they had no sorrow. On the contrary 
St. Luke tells us how at the end “He led them out as far as 
Bethania and lifting up His hands He blessed them. And it came 
to pass whilst he blessed them he departed from them and was 
carried up to heaven. And they adoring went back into Jerusalem 
with great joy” (xxiv, 50). And so by God’s Providence what 
they had dreaded so much in the prospect turned out in the event 
to be for them a source of joy and encouragement. So I think 
should the close of this Retreat be for you. If you think of it too, 
you will see with me that you have the same reasons for rejoicing 
as the Apostles had. 

For how was it that they could find joy on the day that robbed 
them of Jesus? It was far harder for them to lose the strength 
and comfort of His presence than it can ever be for us. A much 
sterner contest awaited them. “You shall be hated by all men for 
My Name’s sake.” As He had been cast out despised and perse- 
cuted, so were they to be. “For the disciple is not greater than his 
Master. If they have persecuted Me they will also persecute you” 
(John xv, 20). Moreover, for three whole years they had enjoyed 
His constant companionship. He had been their friend, their sup- 
port, their defender on all occasions. And on their side they had 
given up all things to be with Him. And now He had left them. 
Surely, I say, if there could be excuse for dejection and despond- 
ency, most certainly the disciples had that excuse. It is worth 
while trying to discover what it was that in spite of their loss had 
been such a gain to them that “they went back to Jerusalem with 
great joy.” 

The source of their joy was, I think, twofold—first their faith 
was increased and next their confidence was enlivened. 

They understood now as they had never done before that Jesus 
was in very truth the Son of God. With their own eyes they had 
seen Him actually ascend into heaven. Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
Master of Life and Conqueror of Death. Who could He be but 
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God? The Emmanuel, the Messiah? And He had lived with them! 
For three years He had been their constant companion. How every 
word and act of that gracious life, transfigured now by the glory 
of the Divinity, must have come back to their minds with fresh and 
altogether new significance. The dangers that threatened them 
appeared now in a new light—they assumed their proper propor- 
tions. The world had lost its terrors. They were not to face it, 
it is true, until they had been embued with strength from on high, 
but their hearts were full of the joy of certain victory. For who 
is He that overcometh the world but he that believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God (John v, 5). Jesus then had heard their prayer, 
“Lord increase our faith,’ and by allowing them to witness His 
ascension had so strengthened them that in the day of their trial 
they were strong to bear His departure bravely. The enlivening of 
their Hope was another source of their joy and consolation. Up 
to the very end their minds hac been strangely fixed on the goods 
of this life. The very last question they asked Him before the 
Ascension had been: “Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts i, 6). But now they understood it 
all. “My kingdom is not of this world” (John xviii, 36) had now 
for them its full and true significance. The hope to be the great 
ones of His court here was shattered finally and forever, but only 
to make way for the larger and more certain hope of the possession 
of the kingdom of their Lord hereafter. “I go to prepare a place 
for you,” He had said, “that where I am you also may be” (John 
xiv, 2). They had seen Him ascend to take possession of His 
kingdom. And there was His clear promise to them that He had 
gone to prepare a place in that kingdom for them. 

Here, then, we see why the Apostles found consolation even on 
the day of their Lord’s departure from them. Their faith in His 
Godhead was confirmed and the hope of their own future glory was 
assured. And I say the retreat has brought to you the same two 
sources of consolation: An increase of faith and fresh assurance 
to your hope, and in the strength of these two favors you can and 
should return to your homes with the same joy that filled the 
Apostles when they returned to Jerusalem. As your perseverance 
depends so much on your starting out with joyful courage I want 
to convince you of this. 

The retreat is above all things else a time of faith. We look at 
Jesus and Jesus looks at us. Almost continuously we are engaged 
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in things that have to do with God and our souls. We remind our- 
selves of God’s claims; we see how we have fallen short. Then we 
see what we ought to be and put Jesus before us as our model. To 
attain His spirit is utterly beyond our power, so we throw ourselves 
on the mercy of our Saviour and He comes to our assistance. And 
so all the time we are engaged in the vital and necessary truths of 
faith and salvation—the only truths that we should really bother our 
heads about. And we see them as God sees them. The eternal 
truths are not put before us as they sometimes are in novels and 
plays and magazine articles. No, Jesus speaks with authority. And 
in the light of this teaching we set our house in order and make our 
resolutions for the future. Now I ask you to pay especial attention 
to this point. We base our resolution on the teaching of faith. 
Jesus Christ is as truly God for us as He was for His Apostles, 
And it is in the light of His guidance and example that we draw 
up our plans for the future. Now the common temptation that 
draws people back to their hopeless and spiritless life of what is 
called ‘decent debility,” if indeed it is no worse, is the suggestion 
from the devil that our retreat resolutions are not to be taken too 
seriously. It is well enough to make such resolutions. They are a 
recognized part of the retreat routine. But—so the temptation 
whispers—now the retreat is over and life becomes normal again 
one really can not be asked to make Ten Commandments of them. 
They were taken in a state of excitement and fervor when we 
were carried out of ourselves and hardly realized what we were 
undertaking. Common sense and every-day life must prune them 
down for us to what is practical, and save us from appearing 
ridiculous and attempting the extraordinary. And so, alas! common 
sense and every-day life and Mrs. Grundy between them prune them 
down to a vanishing point, and what might have been the real and 
fruitful result of a good retreat is voted outside the range of prac- 
tical politics. 

Now here it is that faith comes to help us if we would only 
let it. It reminds us that it is simply not true to say that re- 
treat resolutions are based on religious excitement. Never in 
our lives do we judge of sacred and vital things with calmer or 
fuller deliberation. We see such things perhaps for the first time 
from, as far as may be, God’s point of view. We try at any rate to 
see them as He sees them—that is, to see them in truth and as 
they are. And then carefully weighing their importance and our 
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possibilities, we make our resolutions. These are then the outcome 
of our faith, and have nothing to do with mere religious nervous- 
ness. We can say with the Psalmist: “I have believed, therefore y 
have I spoken” (Ps. 115). It is the influence of the devil, the a 
world and the flesh that afterwards warps our judgment. And we 
are letting ourselves be hoodwinked by the devil when we allow a 
temptation, a sneer or sensuality to influence us to break a retreat 
resolution. No, let us make up our minds, here and now, to be firm 
and unwavering. Our salvation may be bound up with the way 
we keep the resolutions we have made this week. When tempta- 
tions come let our answer be: God has inspired me to make these 
resolutions. I will not be so untrue to God and to myself as to allow 
a passing whim, a sudden fiery blast of passion, or the sneer of f ¢ 
men or women who never give religion a serious thought to cause vl 
me to break them. I was as the beggar at Jericho, blind and help- 
less when Jesus came to me in this retreat. Thank God I loved His 
coming. I cried to Him from out the depths of my misery, “Lord, 
that I may see.” And He has heard. “Receive thy sight,” He has 
said to me, “thy faith hath made thee whole.” And I saw at least UH 
something of my misery and at least something of the infinite mercy 
of God, and in this light I am resolved to follow after in the foot- 
steps of Jesus as far as His Grace will allow glorifying God. : 

It is faith, then, that gives you the assurance that God has spoken 
to you that the words and example of Jesus are the words and 
example of the God-made Man, and armed with that faith you be- 
come sharers in the strength of the Apostles and can scorn your 
enemies. ‘For who is he that overcometh the world but he that 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.” Be resolved, then, first of all 
to be true to the sacred promises God has inspired you to make f 
during this retreat. Have no fear and reject all compromise. “Let i 
us run by patience to the fight proposed looking on Jesus the Author 
and Finisher of our faith” (Heb. xii, 1, 2). “4 

The second cause of the Apostles, joy—their hope, namely, of 
the throne that Jesus had gone to prepare for them, we can also 
share with them. “There is laid up for me,” says the text, “a crown 
of justice which the Lord will render to me on that day, and not 
to me only, but to all them that love His coming.” Now the retreat 
has been, as we have thought, the coming of Jesus. And by the | 
way you have made it, making your confession, approaching each a4 
day to Holy Communion, following the instruction and all the exer- , 
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cises with piety and recollection, all this has proved that you have 
loved that coming. On the word of the Apostle, then, I can assure 
you that there is a crown in heaven laid up for you now. Were 
you to die to-day, what would be the greeting of Jesus to you? He 
has said Himself He will say to the just, “Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, possess ye the kingdom prepared for you.” That kingdom, 
that crown, is there, prepared, made ready, awaiting you now. | 
can not see it, and you can not see it. But Jesus can see it. And 
Mary, your Mother, can see it; your Angel guardian, your Name 
Saints can see it and know it is kept for you. And those who are 
near and dear to you, a father or mother, a relation or friend, who 
have gone before you in the faith these can see, that now you have 
won your crown and there it is ready awaiting you. I am urging 
this feeling upon you because as it induces the joyous confidence of 
the Apostles it helps the soul very materially in the arduous work 
of perseverance. For as we know very well “the end is not yet,” 
our time may not come for years. And the great question we have 
all to face is this: When that time does come, will our “crown be 
rendered to us in that day?” The doubtful factor in the situation 
is not the Power and is not the Goodness of God, but it lurks in the 
fickleness of our own will. Now I say, to encourage and strengthen 
that will it is important to remember that a great deal has already 
been done. That the initial difficulty has been, so to speak, suc- 
cessfully negotiated; and that your spiritual attitude now is no 
longer that of one striving to gain something that one has not got, 
but rather that of retaining what one already has. To you now the 
advice in the Apocalypse can encouragingly be given: “Hold fast 
that which thou hast that no one take thy crown” (Apoc. iii, 11). 

So then it is with that confident feeling that we are to hold the 
crown we have already gained that we are to face the future. Now 
how are we to do this? The answer is quite simple: we are to hold 
our crown by the same means we used to gain it, viz., “by loving 
the coming of Jesus.” What does this mean? When does Jesus 
come to us? Well, he comes to us especially on three occasions— 
in prayer, at Holy Mass, and in Holy Communion. Love His 
coming then at these times, and ask our Lady to help you with her 
own eagerness and love to welcome Jesus, and I am sure you will 
secure your crown at the end. 

Let us see what it means. In the first place with regard to 
prayer, we have thought of this already and have resolved to be 
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faithful to night and morning prayer especially. It is not so much 
this or that devotion that is particularly needed, as the spirit of habit 
of prayer. Night and morning prayers will be of no avail unless 
your soul is prepared already by a prayerful disposition and willing- 
ness to pray. We must remember Jesus is present when we pray 
and we must learn to love His coming. The great evil of the 
danger of mechanical prayer was very vividly impressed on my 
mind once by an incident that happened during a little mission in— 
of all places in the world—a small country town in Ireland. The 
other Father was preaching the evening sermon and I went to visit 
a man—almost the only one in the village that was not attending 
the mission. His wife was in great trouble about him—and well 
she might be. And one time it would have been hard to find a 
better Catholic anywhere. He was at Mass and at all the church 
services regularly. He went frequently to his duties; and he said 
prayers night and morning with his wife every day of his life. 
Then suddenly all was changed with him. He remained as sober, 
honest and industrious as ever. He was as good and kind to his 
wife and neighbors as he always had been—but he simply gave up 
prayer. He would not go to Mass or the Mission or to church at 
all. He never went on his knees himself nor would he let his wife 
do so in his presence. It was almost dusk when I got to him and 
he took me in at once in quite a friendly way to a little dark room 
at the back of his shop. He was all alone, for they had no children. 
He told me quite plainly how things stood with him spiritually. 
He was well instructed in his religion and believed in it he said as 
well as I did myself. But he said he had made up his mind that it 
was wrong to pray. Does not God know my soul already without 
my telling Him? If He sees anything wanting to me He can give 
it to me if He likes or He can refuse it. It is His affair, I am 
quite satisfied, and therefore I have no need to ask for anything. 
I told him of course that as he believed in Christ he ought to be- 
lieve in prayer. “Ask and you shall receive,” I said, was Christ’s 
own word. And He has taught us the Our Father. Just as I said 
that the church bell began to ring. It was a sign—as you know 
if you have attended mission—that the people in the church were 
saying the five Our Fathers and five Hail Marys in honor of the 
five wounds for the conversion of sinners. I stopped and said to 
him, “Do you know what they call that bell?” “No,” he answered. 
“Well,” I said, “that is the sinners’ bell and they are praying in 





Sass 
= Pet a 








go THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


church for those who are missing the mission. That means,” | 
said, “they are praying especially for you. Come, now let us pray 
with them.” I pulled out my beads and touching him on the knee 
I knelt down beside his chair and began the Our Father out loud, 
Well, now the moment I did so the change that came over that 
unfortunate man was appalling. He jumped up when I touched 
him as though he had been bitten by a serpent. He rushed to the 
other side of the room, and there holding out his hands against me 
and turning his face from me. “No! No! No!” he cried. “Get 
up! Get up! No prayers here—no prayers in this house. We 
have been good friends up to now, but if you don’t get off your knees 
I tell you we shall be good friends no longer.” He really seemed be- 
side himself. I got up and tried to soothe him, but it was useless, 
I had to leave him. He would not speak another word to me. 

Now my point is that that man had been saying prayers for 
years morning and night with his wife. Kneeling side by side with 
her he had used the same words and externally at all events had 
prayed exactly as she had done. Yet she continued holy and he 
seemed to have fallen so utterly away from grace that I never in 
my life knew one who gave such little hope of his salvation. If 
he did not pray, surely he was lost. The devil had no need to tempt 
him to other sins. Unless God by a miracle, in answer to the 
prayers of the poor afflicted wife, rescued him, he seemed already 
to have given himself over to final impenitence. Now how was it? 
The only answer can be that all along he had been praying as one 
tempting God. It was at best “lip service,” he was praying to his 
Creator, and God did not accept it. Do not then be satisfied with 
saying so many words to God. See that you say them properly. 
Remember prayer is the raising of the mind and heart to God. 
Jesus comes to you in prayer. Raise, then, your mind and heart 
to greet Him, and thus will you help on the work of your per- 
severance by loving the coming of Jesus. 

Next Jesus comes in Holy Mass. When the words of consecra- 
tion are said we believe that He is here upon the altar and we be- 
lieve that He is here to continue the Sacrifice of Calvary. Faith 
teaches us it is one and the same Sacrifice. There is no blood- 
shedding, it is true; no torture of the body or soul, and only the 
mystical death—but it is the same Sacrifice for all that and for this 
reason: What made the Crucifixion of Christ a sacrifice was the 
offering of the Sacred Heart of all the sufferings and death to His 
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Father for us men and our salvation. Without that offering there 
would have been no Sacrifice. Now that is just what takes place 
at Holy Mass. The same Sacred Heart is here making that same 
offering. Jesus is the Lamb that was slain but continues to plead 
for us—ever living to make intercession for us. The Lamb standing 
slain—offering His sufferings and death for us until the consum- 
mation of the world, and when we are present at Mass the offering 
is especially for us. Jesus lets us use His Sacrifice as though it 
were our own. Through Him and with Him and in Him we can 
do the great works God has made us to do on earth. We can adore 
God. We can say “I am so great a sinner before Thee that I am 
not worthy to raise my eyes to heaven. But here I offer Thee the 
Adoration of that Son in whom Thou art well pleased.” And by 
so doing we give to God an act of worship more adequate and more 
pleasing than is or could ever be the Adoration of our blessed Lady, 
and that of all the Angels and Saints of heaven combined. For 
literally we give to God the Adoration of a God-made man. We 
can give thanks—-a distinct and definite duty and one so little thought 
of that the Apostle more than a dozen times calls attention to it in 
his episties. ‘What shall I render to the Lord for all he hath 
rendered unto me, I will take the Chalice of Salvation and I will 
call upon the name of the Lord” (Ps. cxv, 12). Here is the very 
Chalice of Salvation which our Lord Himself used in thanksgiving 
at the Last Supper. “Taking the Chalice,” we are told, “He blessed 
and gave thanks.” 

We ask pardon for sin. For here is that Precious “Blood which 
was shed for the remission of sin” (Matt. xxvi, 28). “O God,” we 
cancry. “For the Blood of Jesus have mercy on me. Through the 
merits of that Blood which I here offer Thee, pardon me my sins.” 
And we ask for Grace. Jesus is pleading here, and we can offer 
that pleading of His as though it were our own. Let us rouse our 
faith; to adore, to give thanks, to ask for pardon, and to ask for 
grace are the great works, works we have to do in this world. And 
here in Holy Mass Jesus does these perfectly and does them for 
us. Here He gives glory to God and peace on earth to men of 
good will. He does our works for us and all our ways are peace. 
If we but realized this, surely we should love the coming of Jesus 
at the moment of Consecration and eagerly avail ourselves not only 
of the Mass of obligation, but of every opportunity that presented 
itself of being present at this adorable Sacrifice. 
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And lastly we must love the coming of Jesus in Holy Communion. 
* Of this great subject I have spoken at length already. It only re- 
mains for me now to recommend it to you as a great means of 
perseverance. On Easter Sunday, the general Communion day of 
the Church, Priests are ordered to read at the Epistle the in- 
spired words of St. Paul to the Corinthians: “Christ, our Pasch, is 
sacrificed. Therefore let us not feast with the old leaven, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Christ sacrificed for 
us in the Mass becomes in the Holy Communion (as the food of 
our souls) the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. He comes 
te fill us with His spirit—the spirit which animated Him when He 
declared to Pontius Pilate: “For this was I born; for this came I 
into the world that I might give testimony of the truth.” Hitherto 
perhaps our great failing has been want of sincerity. Like the 
Apostles we needed our Lord’s warning. “Beware of the leaven 
ef the Pharisees which is hypocrisy.” Not conscious hypocrisy so 
much as that spirit which strives to please the world and yet is 
persuaded it is serving God. This is impossible. “You can not serve 
God and Mammon,” and “He that is not with Me is against Me.” 
Cast out that old leaven—this worldly spirit. Receive Jesus in 
Holy Communion—every day of your life if you are able. “He 
that eateth Me, the same also shall live by Me.” He will fill you 
with the Spirit of truth to enable you by your whole life to proclaim 
the truth that God is the Lord and Master and Father of us all, 
whom it is our highest duty as it is our truest happiness to serve. 
Love the coming of Jesus in Holy Communion. For to them that 
received Him to them He gave power to become the children of 
God. 

To sum up. The retreat has been for you the coming of Jesus. 
You have looked at the Sacred Heart and have learned there the 
virtues of the Spirit of Jesus. And you have profited by your 
retreat. You have loved the coming of Jesus—and so you have 
won your crown. Now, to hold fast that which you have, to per- 
severe to the end, ask our Lady to enable you always to love-the 
coming of Jesus in prayer, in Mass, and in Holy Communion, for 
in proportion to your doing that with faith will be your right to 
take comfort and find strength in the Apostle’s words: “There is 
laid up for me a crown of justice which the Lord the Just Judge 
will render to me in that day, and not to me only but to all them 
that love His coming.” 
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NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER 
AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


From the Acts of Benedict XV. 


Apostolic Constitution. A plea to the people of the 
belligerent nations calling upon them to strive for peace 
(July 1915). 

Permission given to all priests to say three Masses on 
All Souls Day. The Masses must be in accordance with 
the rules laid down by the Congregation of Rites. One 
Mass may be offered for any intention the celebrant 
may wish; one is to be offered for All Souls; one for the 
intention of the Holy Father. A stipend can be taken for 
only one Mass. 


From the Congregation of the Consistory. 
It has been decided that the decree “Maxima Cara” 
(1910) does not in the United States make removable 
rectors irremovable. They may still be removed at the 
wish of the Bishop when sufficient cause warrants such 
action. 


From the Congregation of the Propagation of the Faith. 
Decree praising the work of the Foreign Missionary 
Society at Maryknoll, N. Y., and approving its constitu- 
tion for ten years. 


From the Sacred Congregation of Rites. 

The following is given in reference to the permission to 
say three Masses on the second day of November: 

Prima Missa est, quae inscribitur in Missali Romano die 
Commemorationis omnium fidelium defunctorum. 

Altera, quae-in eodem Missali habetur in anniversario 
defunctorum cum sequentia Dies irae et Orationibus, ut 
infra: 
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ORATIO 


Deus, indulgentiarum Domine: da animabus famulorum 
famularumque tuarum refrigerii sedem, quietis beatitudi- 
nem, et luminis claritatem. Per Dominum. 


SECRETA 


Propitiare, Domine, supplicationibus nostris pro anima- 
bus famulorum famularumque tuarum, pro quibus tibi 
offerimus sacrificium laudis: ut eas sanctorum tuorum con- 
sortio sociare digneris. Per Dominum. 


PosTCOMMUNIO 


Praesta, quaesumus, Domine: ut animae famulorum 
famularumque tuarum, his purgatae sacrificiis, indulgen- 
tiam pariter et requiem capiant sempiternam. Per Do- 
minum: 

Tertia Missa quae legitur in Missis quotidianis cum 
sequentia Dies irae et Orationibus, ut infra: 


ORATIO 
Deus, veniae largitor et humanae salutis amator, quaesu- 
mus clementiam tuam: ut animus famulorum famularumque 
tuarum, quae ex hoc saeculo transierunt, beata Maria 
semper Virgine intercedente, cum omnibus sanctis tuis, ad 
perpetuae beatitudinis consortium pervenire concedas. 
Per Dominum. 
SECRETA 


Deus, cuius misericordiae non est numerus, suscipe pro- 
pitius preces humilitatis nostrae: et animabus omnium 
fidelium defunctorum, quibus tui nominis dedisti confes- 
sionem, per haec sacramenta salutis nostrae cunctorum 
remissionem tribue peccatorum. Per Dominum. 


PosTtTcOMMUNIO 


Praesta, quaesumus, omnipotens et misericors Deus: ut 
animae famulorum famularumque tuarum, pro quibus hoc 
sacrificium laudis tuae obtulimus maiestati, per huius vir- 
tutem sacramenti, a peccatis omnibus expiatae, lucts per- 
petuae, te miserante, recipiant beatitudinem. Per Do- 
minum. 
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The commemoration of the anniversary of the election 
and consecration of the Bishop is not prohibited on the 
days of semi-double rite within the privileged octaves. 

The Bishop can forbid the blessing of houses, etc., dur- 
ing Holy Week, before Saturday, in order to prevent mis- 
understanding, confusion, etc. The public veneration of 
images, statues, etc., of the beatified may be forbidden by 
Bishops unless Rome has given permission which is al- 
ways contained in the Indult to celebrate the feast with 
Office and Mass. 

The Ambrosian hymn can be sung as a thanksgiving 
for success in the war: funeral Masses can be said, but no 
sermons must be preached no matter how great the dignity 
of the person for whom the Mass is offered. (Reaffirma- 
tion of the decrees of 1888 and 1912.) 


From the Congregation of the Holy Office. 

Diocesan secretaries who transmit the offerings made 
for various societies do not thereby enjoy the faculties 
and privileges accorded to the directors of the society. 
Directors have not the right to communicate these priv- 
ileges and faculties to the secretaries. 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 
THE IMPEDIMENT OF CRIME 


Cassandra married some ten years ago. Her husband became a 
confirmed drunkard and did not support her. While in his cups 
he was very cruel to her, so she left him, and has not seen him for 
the past five years. She is now keeping house for her brother. 
Philos boards with her brother and is very much attached to the mar- 
ried lady. Recently he found that his affection was reciprocated and 
straightway he promised to marry Cassandra, whenever her hus- 
band’s death would make her free to accept him. There has not 
been any question of violation of the obligations contracted by her 
marriage. She has just learned of the death of her husband who 
was accidentaly drowned while bathing in the ocean. Is she now 
free to marry Philos? 
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Answer.—The question asked is whether the impediment of crime 
has existence in the case quoted. Since she did not rid herself of 
her husband by conspiring to effect his death, which was brought 
about by circumstances over which she had no control, the solution 
of the case is greatly simplified. Again the absence of the factor 
of adultery removes all complication. We have to deal with a 
promise of marriage made during the existence of a valid marriage, 
which promise is conditioned by the continuance of said valid 
marriage. It looks as if the promise was a mere intention, ex- 
ternally expressed to marry when the law of God would permit 
both parties to contract a valid marriage. If so, no impediment 
of crime could possibly exist. Even if there existed more than 
an intention, a real, bona fide promise to marry when the ex- 
isting impediment would no longer interfere with the contract- 
ing of a valid union before God, it is certain that no impedi- 
ment was begotten by the promise. A promise of marriage, capable 
of begetting a diriment impediment of crime, must be materially 
and formally injurious to the welfare of the already existing union. 
In the absence of adultery and of all desire of conjugicide it can 
not be claimed that the marriage of Cassandra with her worthless 
spouse has suffered any material or formal injury. Hence the 
reasons that urged the Church to institute this impediment have 
no bearing on this case. The marriage with Philos would not of 
itself involve any scandal, and the promise by no means endangered 
the security and well being of the lady’s prior union. Evidently 
there is no reason for punishment, which punishment in the decree 
of the Church takes the form of an impediment dirimating the new 
marriage when contracted without the proper dispensation. Briefly, 
then, we hold that there is no reason why these parties should not 
be validly married. Their marriage would serve to remove any 
proximate danger of sin arising from their living under the same 
roof, and likewise do away with a possible occasion of scandal 
springing from the same fact. (Noldin, Vol. III, N 611-c.) 








